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Avoca hosted the “Keith Lee 
Dances Summer Arts Showcase” 
on Friday, Aug. 5, on the stage 
at Virginia Technical Institute, 
located just minutes away from 
the museum. Less-than-optimal 
weather predictions forced a 
change of venue from outside 
at Avoca to VTI. Close to 40 
people from Altavista and the 
surrounding area attended the 
performance which featured a 
screening of the short film, “Anne 
Spencer Revisited,” recitations of 
poetry written by the late Anne 
Spencer, and interpretive dances 
performed by New York City’s 
Karen Niceley and other young 
dancers to “Mama Rose” by 
Archie Shepp, “L’après-midi d’un 
faune” by Debussy, and “Meet 
Me at the Alamo Mission,” “That 
Cat Can Dance” and “Nature 
Trails.” The entire performance 
was choreographed by Keith Lee 
of Lynchburg. 

Avoca stages dance showcase 
at local trade school

Approximately 400 people spent the day at Avoca Museum on June 18 for the 4th annual 
Made in the Shade Craft Beer Festival. The event featured six craft breweries, live music, 
vendors, food concessions, a bake sale and tours of the historic Avoca mansion. Proceeds 
from the festival benefitted Avoca Museum and the Lynch Station Ruritan Club. Special 
thanks to this year’s event sponsors: Adkins Concrete, Inc., Two Sisters Tap Room and Deli, 
PCM Industrial Services, Inc., English’s LLC, Witt Builders, Southside Electric, JL Lane 
Construction, WKDE, Burkhardt’s Nursery, Compton & Nichols, Inc., Chandler Concrete 
of Va., Wooldridge Heating, Air, Electrical, River Valley Resources, Jackson Landscaping, 
The Best Va. LLC, Allure Salon, Logwood Concrete Finishing, Highview Motors Inc.-
GMC, El Cerrito Mexican Restaurant, RH Robinson Builders, Brumfield Construction, 
Thompson Trucking, Airabella Flowers & Gifts, Corner House Furniture, Kinlaw Insurance 
and Glenwood Propane.

Hundreds attend Avoca’s annual craft beer festival 

Avoca Museum will hold its 17th annual Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival from noon to 
6 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 17(rain date Oct. 1). The event will include wines from seven area 
wineries: Sans Soucy Vineyards, The Homeplace Vineyard, Peaks of Otter Winery, Rebec 
Vineyards, Tomahawk Mill Winery, Bright Meadows Farm and Vineyard and White Rock 
Vineyards and Winery. The event will also feature live music from Barefoot West and The 
Low Low Chariot, local craft and merchandise vendors, food concessions, house tours and 
the annual Avoca bake sale. Tasting tickets are $15 in advance, available at the following 
locations: Altavista Chamber of Commerce, The Bank of the James (Altavista branch), 
First National Bank (Altavista branches) Miller’s Jewelry, Avoca Museum and online at 
avocamuseum.com/wine.  Tickets are $20 at the gate (cash only). Non-tasting tickets are 
$10 for ages 12 and older, $5 for children ages 6 to 11 and free for children ages 5 and 
younger. No outside food or drinks or pets are allowed. For more information, contact 
Theresa Boyes at (434) 369-1076 or avocaevents@embarqmail.com or check us out on 
Facebook at avoca1901.

Festival offers fine wine, live music and fun



Avoca Museum hosts more than 
20 weddings and private parties 
each year. If you need an indoor 
or outdoor venue and would like 
to see if Avoca is the perfect spot 
for your special day, call Museum 
Director Michael Hudson at 
(434) 369-1076 to schedule a 
tour of the historic house and 
grounds. Information about 
pricing and services is available 
on the museum’s website at www.
avocamuseum.org. Museum 
members receive a 10-percent 
discount on site rental.

Getting Married?

Do you have an interest in history 
and some extra time to spare? 
Consider volunteering at Avoca 
Museum! Avoca hosts dozens 
of events each year. Volunteers 
are needed to work as docents 
(house tour guides), and in the gift 
shop, gardens and the Arboretum. 
Volunteers are also needed during 
education programs and special 
events, such as the annual wine 
festival, Student Event Day, 
Mother’s Day Tea, Night at the 
Museum lantern tours and our 
annual Christmas Open House. 
If you have just moved to the 
Altavista area, volunteering at 
Avoca is a good way to meet your 
new neighbors. To volunteer, call 
(434) 369-1076. THANKS!

VOLUNTEER

A special thanks 
to all the museum 
volunteers who 
helped from 
mid-May through 
August 2016:

Natalie Anderson
Jerry Barnard
Penny Barnard
David Boyes
Eli Boyes
Don Brandt
Dunk Carter
Virginia Carter
Bob Childress

Virginia Clark
Billie Collins
Ida Compton
Olivia Compton
Betty Cook
Allison Cowart
Curtis Crews
Dolores 
Drumheller
Kathy Fielder
Bonnie Finch
Terry Finch
Audrey Frazier
Angie Gledhill
David Green
Michelle Hensley

Allison Irby
Anne Jones
Brenda Justice
Kristin Kelly
Constance Lazier
Nancy Lobbregt
Ed McCann
Dan McLaughlin
Pat McLaughlin
Elisha Madison
Bill Martin
Johelen Martin
Grace Mattox
Ina Midkiff
June Milam
Richard Milam

Herbert Miller
Ryan Mitchell
Henry Myers
Sean Noto
Vincent Noto
Jeff Orrell
Dale Phillips
Dan Phillips
Eddie Puckette
Gayle Puckette
Abbie Queener
Linda Rice
Alline Ritzer
Jack Ritzer
Ozelle Shelton
Nathan Sloan

Al Smith
Jeannie Smith
Teresa Stallard
Shirley 
Vuncannon
Hope Walthall
Jess Ward
Janet West
Connie Wilson
Roger Wilson
Joan Woodson
Ken Woodson

*Members of the 
Lynch Station 
Ruritan Club

Plans are currently in the works for this year’s Christmas 
Open House event, “Christmas: A Season of Giving,” 
to be held Dec. 3, 4, 10 and 11. The event will include 
decorations throughout the house, refreshments, music 
on the piano, a hand bell choir performance, a visit 
from Santa and the ever-popular silent auction. During 
the two-weekend event, the museum will collect non-
perishable food donations for DAWN, an outreach project 
sponsored by the Altavista Area Ministerial Association.

Christmas is coming! 

Annual Volunteer Dinner, 
6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 25, in the mansion

Features a catered dinner and the presentation of annual awards.
Please RSVP by Tuesday, Oct. 18. 

Call (434) 369-1076 or email avocaevents@embarqmail.com.



“How does one measure the success of a museum?”
 - J. Paul Getty

This is the golden question, isn’t it? To me, the answer 
to this must include to a large degree the idea of growth. 
Museum programs should become more refined, facilities 
should become more accommodating, scholarship should 
be more greatly emphasized, grounds should acquire new 
methods of beautification, and structures should receive 
improved means of protection. Otherwise, the museum 
begins to fade in its influence. Once that occurs, an 
institution of learning loses its meaning and the valuable 
lessons of the past are forgotten.
Unfortunately, the decline of private museums in America 
is the trend and no factor appears on the horizon to change 
that. I consider myself to be greatly fortunate to be involved 
in a museum that is growing in a time when a quarter of 
historic house museums will be closed within the decade. I 
have you, our members, to thank for making this possible. 
On August 9, I celebrated three years with this organization 
and it is my sincere hope that I am around for thirty more.
In addition to your support, I have local philanthropic 
organizations and charitable trusts to thank for Avoca’s 
growth. In the past month, Avoca has received $54,000 in 
grants to be used for new exhibits, historic preservation, 
and accessibility projects. The Timken Foundation, who, 

as you know has been a wonderful friend to Avoca since 
the museum’s inception, has provided a $30,000 grant to 
build a brick patio in front of the pavilion and to re-lay 
the museum’s brick sidewalks. This project will greatly 
improve handicap accessibility and enhance the aesthetic 
property of the masonry we see on the grounds. I certainly 
am impressed with this gift as the Timken Company will 
soon have no stake in Altavista, so imagine how thankful 
we are that the charitable wing of the company wanted 
to leave us with one last parting shot of kindness. Also, 
a key grant from the Gwathmey Trust has allowed us to 
complete payments on the Gen. James Dearing exhibit and 
introduce four new exhibits on the topics of the Saponi, 
slavery at Avoca, and another exhibit detailing a battle in 
which Avoca owner Thomas Fauntleroy participated during 
the Civil War. The Greater Lynchburg Community Trust 
and Marietta McNeil Morgan & Samuel Tate Morgan, 
Jr. Trust have partnered with our membership to provide 
methods of deflecting injurious moisture away from the 
foundations of the main house and Kitchen. The Virginia 
Tourism Corporation and museum member Chuck Saye 
collaborated to provide these exhibits’ hardware and casing 
– and we wish to express our sincere gratitude. Of course, 
who could forget our faithful friends at the Minnie & 
Bernard Lane Foundation? We especially appreciate their 
partnership through the years and hope for a continued 

cooperative relationship in the future.
Avoca continues its march forward. The last few months 
have seen numerous building improvements and repairs 
along with landscaping advances, courtesy of our 
conscientious volunteers and dedicated contractors. The 
house has been re-wallpapered and supplied with gorgeous 
draperies, thanks in large part to capital improvement 
funds provided by the Town of Altavista. I continue to be 
thankful for the great shape in which I found this museum 
three years ago.
Theresa Boyes continues to organize splendid events, such 
as our recent Made in the Shade Craft Beer Festival and 
recent Keith Lee Dances commemoration of local Harlem 
Renaissance poet Anne Spencer. We look forward to seeing 
you at the Wine Festival on September 17 (rain date of 
October 1). 
So how do we measure the success of a museum? While 
the answer might seem to be a bit abstract, I can’t help but 
believe that Avoca has got the hang of it. 

Michael Hudson
Executive Director, Avoca Museum
434-369-1076
www.avocamuseum.org

Avoca’s annual Night at 
the Museum lantern tour 
will be held from 6 to 9 
p.m. on Tuesday, October 
18, on the grounds of the 
historic plantation.  The 
event features guided tours 
with actors portraying 
individuals connected to 
the Avoca mansion. This 
year’s line-up includes 
Avoca architect J.M.B. 
Lewis, the house’s last 
resident, Gladys Fauntleroy, 

long-time caretaker and 
descendant of Avoca’s 
slaves, Leroy Walker, and 
others.  Admission is free 
but reservations will be 
taken on a first-come, first-
served basis. To reserve a 
tour during this extremely 
popular annual event, email 
avocaevents@embarqmail.
com or call (434) 369-
1076, leaving a message if 
necessary.

Fall lantern tour a popular event 2016 Calendar
Sept. 17: 17th annual Harvest 
Jubilee and Wine Festival

Oct. 1: Wine Festival rain date

Oct. 18: Night at the Museum

Oct. 25: Volunteer Dinner

Oct. 30: Museum closes for the 
2016 season

Dec. 3, 4, 10 and 11: 
Christmas Open House

Dec. 12: Member’s Christmas 
Party 

From the director: 



  
 

 www.Avocamuseum.org

 Phone: (434) 369-1076

 Fax: (434) 369-1077

 Facebook:  
 www.facebook.com/avoca1901

Mike Hudson - Director
avocamuseums@embarqmail.com

Theresa Boyes - Event Coordinater
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

Dear members …
Avoca Museum greatly appreciates your financial 
support. Your donations help the museum with 
its day-to-day expenses, educational programs, 
exhibit upkeep and improvement and special 
events. Without you, Avoca Museum, as we know 
it, would cease to exist. Membership applications 
for the 2016 season were sent out this winter. If 
you have already signed up for another year of 
membership, thank you! If you have yet to do so, 
we hope to hear from you soon. Many thanks! 
– Avoca Museum

Do you have a green thumb?
Volunteers are needed for Avoca Museum’s adopt-a-
garden program in its Arboretum. If you would like to 
tend a garden spot in honor or in memory of a loved one 
or just for the joy of gardening, give us a call at (434) 
369-1076 or email avocaevents@embarqmail.com. Time 
commitments vary depending on garden size and the 
types of plantings. 

What’s happening at Avoca?
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Return Service Requested

        Museum Wish List

   Two Victorian, Art Nouveau, Eastlake or 

      Craftsman-style umbrella holders for porches

  Taxidermy birds and mammals of the Eastern U.S.

  A used pickup truck for the transporting of mulch,  

     plants and other materials

  Old bath and kitchen towels for cleaning projects


