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Plans are currently in the works 
for Avoca’s 18th annual Harvest 
Jubilee and Wine Festival. The 
event, the museum’s most 
important annual fundraiser, 
will be held on a new date this 
year, Sept. 30, the last Saturday 
of September, with a rain 
date of Oct. 7. The event will 
feature seven area wineries, 
music from two bands, and 
craft, merchandise and food 
vendors. Craft vendor spots 
are available for $50 each. For 
a vendor application, email 
Events Coordinator Theresa 
Boyes at avocaevents@
embarqmail.com.

Wine festival moves 
to new weekend

Avoca Museum’s annual Mother’s Day Tea will be held from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 14 in the mansion and on the front porch. Last year’s event attracted 
109 visitors, an increase of 44 people from 2015. The popular event features a variety 
of hot teas and refreshments, entertainment on the piano, self-guided tours of the 
historic mansion and gardens, and free admission for all mothers. General admission 
is $5 for visitors ages 6 and older, $3 for seniors, and free for children ages five and 
younger. The event is sponsored by Steve Farmer Auto Sales. Join us on May 14 as 
we honor mothers!

For more information, contact Theresa Boyes, 
(434) 369-1076 or avocaevents@embarqmail.com.

Mother’s Day Tea: A treat for moms, families

Avoca will celebrate its annual Museum Opening Day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 1. 
The event will feature free museum admission and will include self-guided tours of the historic 
Fauntleroy home as well as wine, cheese and other refreshments. The museum’s outbuildings 
and grounds will also be opened for visitors during the event, offering guests a chance to see 
the new slavery exhibit in the Brick Kitchen, a Lane Company exhibit in the Susan M. Jackson 
Visitor Center’s Green Level Gallery, a new placard near the gate to the Arboretum detailing 
the construction of the 1901 mansion, and the recently restored Milk House. At 3 p.m., guests 
are invited to gather in the mansion’s parlor for an hour-long  lecture by Pittsylvania County 
historian and author Dr. Larry Aaron who will speak on the topic of gunpowder production 
during the American Revolution and how Capt. Benjamin Clement and Col. Charles Lynch 
conspired to more effectively produce salt petre (potassium nitrate) during the war. Avoca 
Museum will be opened for tours from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturday, 
and from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. on Sundays through Oct. 29. For a list of museum closings due to 
weddings, private tours and other events, visit www.avocamuseum.org. 

Opening Day features lecture, new exhibits, wine



Avoca Museum hosts more than 
20 weddings, family reunions and 
private parties each year. If you 
need an indoor or outdoor venue 
and would like to see if Avoca is the 
perfect spot for your special day, call 
Museum Director Michael Hudson, 
at (434) 369-1076 to schedule a tour 
of the historic house and grounds. 
Information about pricing and 
services is available on the museum’s 
website at www.avocamuseum.
org. Museum members receive a 
10-percent discount on site rental.

Getting Married?

Do you have an interest in history 
and some extra time to spare? 
Consider volunteering at Avoca 
Museum! Avoca hosts dozens 
of events each year. Volunteers 
are needed to work as docents 
(house tour guides), and in the gift 
shop, gardens and the Arboretum. 
Volunteers are also needed during 
education programs and special 
events, such as the annual wine 
festival, Student Event Day, 
Mother’s Day Tea, Night at the 
Museum lantern tour and our 
annual Christmas Open House. 
If you have just moved to the 
Altavista area, volunteering at 
Avoca is a good way to meet your 
new neighbors. To volunteer, call 
(434) 369-1076.THANKS!

VOLUNTEER

A special 
thanks to all 
of the museum 
volunteers who 
helped from 
November  2016 
through March 
2017

Linda Bennett
David Boyes
Dunk Carter
Virginia Carter
Bob Childress
Virginia Clark
Billie Collins 
Wallace
Ida Compton
Betty Cook

Alexis Cowart
Allison Cowart
Curtis Crews
Dawn Doss
Dolores 
Drumheller
Lexine Gill
Betty Gilliam
Gwen Goggin
Audrey Frazier
Caitlin Hamm
Angela Hudson
Ken Hudson
Linda Humphrey
Lynne Huskey
Anne Jones
Sarah Jones
Brenda Justice
Virginia Lanier

Constance Lazier
Debbie Lewis
Nancy Lobbregt
Pat McLaughlin
Elisha Madison
Bill Martin
Johelen Martin
Grace Mattox
Ina Midkiff
Carol Moorefield
Cynthia Ramsey
Linda Rice
Alline Ritzer
Jack Ritzer
Holly Saunders
Chuck Saye
Janeen Saye
Ozelle Shelton
Al Smith

Jeannie Smith
Teresa Stallard
Mark Thomas
Jessica Tucker
Thai Tucker
Shirley Vuncannon
Janet West
Connie Wilson
Joan Woodson
Johnny Woodson
Ken Woodson
David Yeatts

*First Baptist 
Church Handbell 
Choir

*Staunton River 
Woman’s Club

*Altavista High 
School FBLA Club

*Mt. Airy Baptist 
Church Combined 
Chorus

*Local citizens, 
clubs and businesses 
that donated silent 
auction baskets.

*Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, The 
Campbell Guards 
#2117, and the Order 
of the Confederate 
Rose,  Major General 
Thomas L. Rosser 
Chapter #13

Avoca’s annual Christmas Open House brought 236 visitors through the doors of the historic 
mansion during the first two weekends of December 2016. The event featured decorations, 
house tours, refreshments, visits from Santa Claus and entertainment by local pianists, 
the Mt. Airy Baptist Church Combined Chorus and the First Baptist Church of Altavista 
Hand Bell Choir. The annual silent auction raised $1,228 for the museum’s education fund. 
Avoca Museum would like to thank the following area businesses, civic organizations and 
individuals for donating items for this year’s silent auction:  Angela & Co., Anthony &Co., 
Deborah Shelton, Dee Buchanan (Mary Kay), Food Lion, Ida Compton, Linda Eubank, MAD 
Biddy’s, Main Street Café and Shoppes, Miller’s Jewelry, Peace of Pie Restaurant, Shirley 
Vuncannon, Staunton River Garden Club, Taste of Italy Restaurant, Tuscan Grill and Wal-Mart. 
Rooms were decorated this year by the following Avoca volunteers and Altavista 
community groups: The Staunton River Garden Club, The Staunton River Woman’s 
Club, Terri Dews, Sarah Jones,  Ozelle Shelton and Patsy Nuckols,  Judith Hedgepeth 
and Judy and Amanda Walker, Bill and Johelen Martin, Linda Humphrey, Altavista 
High School’s Future Business Leaders of America Club (Mykala Adams, Marah 
Cheek, Madison Dillard, Hope Hensley, Summer Hensley, Lauren Krantz, Kiara Marritt, 
Alexandria Palmer, Brittany Perdieu, Zada Robbins, Kennedy Schultz, Kyle Hundley and 
Andrea Hundley), and The Sons of Confederate Veterans, The Campbell Guards #2117, 
and the Order of the Confederate Rose,  Major General Thomas L. Rosser Chapter #13.
*Christmas Open House is sponsored by MontVue Capital Management in honor of long-
time museum volunteer Nancy Lobbregt.

More than 200 attend Christmas Open House



February 9, 2017

It’s another beautiful day here at Avoca Museum!
What a pleasure it has been for me to serve as 
your museum’s director for the past three-and-
a-half years. Not a day passes in which I find 
a new thing to appreciate about the Altavista 
area’s past. Thank you for your support of this 
wonderful institution.
Speaking of support, I am pleased to give a positive 
account of our 2017 Membership Drive. As of the 
writing of this message, this initiative has raised 
more than $13,000 of our $16,000 goal. If you have 
not renewed your membership this year, please 
do so soon. Members and the amounts donated 
are listed in this newsletter and an updated list 
will be published in the following newsletter. Your 
membership is greatly appreciated as it provides 
the museum the wherewithal to pay for many 
of the day-to-day expenses that are not covered 
by public funds or grants. If you have not done 

so already, please show your support today. If 
you need for us to send out a new membership 
application, we would be glad to drop one in the 
mail for you right away. Just make arrangements 
with us by calling 434-369-1076.
If you have not been to Avoca Museum recently, 
you would be surprised to visit today. The 
museum has completed a legion of preservation 
and beautification projects that have added to 
the visitor experience richly. Several new exhibits 
have been introduced that chronicle the history 
of slavery in Campbell County, the industrial 
history of Altavista, and the Civil War service of 
Lt. Thomas Fauntleroy. The house has received 
brilliant new wallpaper, curtains, and draperies, 
and its furnishings reflect the Victorian/
Edwardian tastes that flourished at the time of 
the house’s construction. Numerous structural 
concerns on the house, Brick Kitchen, and Milk 
House have been corrected and I dare say that 
the place has never looked better than it does 

now. For your review, we have included a few 
pictures in this newsletter that show off some of 
Avoca’s new décor. Please accept my invitation to 
stop by sometime and see what your support has 
accomplished.
We hope that you are enjoying the new format 
that we have adopted for the newsletter. From 
now on, you can expect each newsletter to feature 
more content and a story detailing some aspect 
of Avoca’s history. On the 116th anniversary of 
Avoca’s first winter, we thought that it would 
be appropriate to share the tale of the house’s 
construction.

With best wishes and thanks for your 2017 
support,

Michael Hudson
Executive Director, Avoca Museum

April 1: Museum Opening Day and Lecture

May 4:  Student Event Day

May 14: Mother’s Day Tea

Aug 1: Members’ Potluck Picnic

Sept30:  18th annual Harvest Jubilee and 
Wine Festival 
(rain date Oct. 7)

Oct: Night at the Museum (date TBA)

Oct 24: Volunteer Dinner

Oct 29: Museum Closes for Season

Dec. 2, 3, 9 & 10: Christmas Open House

Dec. 11: Members’ Christmas Party

2017 Calendar 

From the director: 



Individual 
($25)
Ms. Dell Anstey
Mrs. Lucy Burgess
Ms. Virginia S. Clark
Betty Cook
Ms. Anastasia Cowan
Ramona Davis
Mrs. Dolores Drumheller
Mrs. Linda Eubanks
William Hardy
Mrs. Bettie S. Hoover
Robert Humphreys
Mrs. Barbara Jastrebsky
ErnyandDaughter Ashley Karoly
Mrs. Ina Midkiff
Ms. Patricia Patton
Ms. Sue Sutton
Janet West
Mrs. Margaret West
Mr. William M. Wood  
Johnny Woodson

Family 
($35) 
Eddie and Gayle Puckette
Frank and Sarah Adams
Preston and Ann Andrews
Don and Joyce Brandt
Daniel and Joanne Burton
Richard and Jimmie Lou Cothren
Martin Dubin
Rob and Judy Finch
Terry and Bonnie Finch
Lewis and Audrey  Frazier
Ed and Myra Frazier
Mrs. Lynn Hanson
Betty Hedjazi
Don and Barbara Henderson
Carmen and Kathy Perri
Cliff and Kathryn Phillips
Ruby Arthur and Rebecca Poston

Ms. Marie Reynolds
Jack and Alline Ritzer
David and Sally Sease
Ms. Ozelle Shelton
Bryan and Babs Stott
Virginia Tigney
Quintus and Marie Wade
Myra and Tommy Walker
Ben and Paula Whittier

Sustaining 
($50-$99)
Eric and Rosalie Michelson
Ms. Lorimer Fauntleroy
Morgan and Joyce Allen
Peter Jennings and Sandra Boyes
Charles and Nancy Edwards
Hank and Janice Frazier
Stuart and Lyndia Goodwin
James and Phyllis Higginbotham
Mr. Donald Holland
Ms. Mikal Hoofnagle
Ken and Rhonda Hudson
Donald and Lynn Huskey
Robert and Melody Jennings 
Landon, Jr. and Nila Lane
Ms. Langhorne McCarthy
Mr. Frank Murray
Paul and Cathy O’Callaghan
James and Carla Renney
Chuck and Janeen Saye
Al and Jeannie Smith
Michelle Testerman
Tom and Laney Thompson

Sponsor 
($100-$249)
Nicolette and Gregory Wheeler
Kenneth and Joan Woodson
Mrs. Margaret Burton
John and Glenda Jordan
Jimmy and Donna Shafer   

Mr. John A. Fauntleroy
Mrs. Eunice Andrews
James E. Burton, IV
Wilson and Anne Dickerson, Jr.
Ms. Virginia     Dunn
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Fauntleroy
Tom and Judy Fauntleroy
Rob and Susan Gilliam
Victor and Grace Granger
Mary Ladd Hebert
Linda    Humphreys
Mrs. Anne Jones
Mike and Johnna Kinlaw Agency
Michael and Taylor Milbradt
Friends from PCM, Inc.
Elaine E. Poliey
Raymond and Linda Rice
Ms. Joan Rowles
Mrs. Susan Dearing Shafer-Niehaus
Donald and Virginia Tucker
Ms. Linda Williams

Patron 
($250-$499)
Mr. Maurice Law
Gary and Jane Strebel
Roger and Connie Wilson
Dan and Pat McLaughlin

Avoca Associate 
($500-$999)
Francis and Virginia Carter
Douglas, Jr. and Beverley Dalton
Ms. Carma C. Fauntleroy
Michael and Angela Hudson

Avoca Fellow 
($1,000 +)
Mr. Jerry Barbour, Rodney Niblett, 
and the BGF, Inc. Friends
Mrs. Carma G Fauntleroy
Mrs. Joyce P. Winston

Members

If you have not sent your membership check yet, please do so as soon as you can, an updated list of members will be published in the next newsletter.



“Mr. Fauntleroy, I think you have built one of the nicest residences… in this section of the country for a long time.”

In October of 1900, Avoca, the home of Thomas and Mary Anna Dearing Fauntleroy was completely destroyed by a catastrophic and quickly-spreading fire that purportedly originated 
with a kerosene lamp. It was the second house named Avoca on that site to be ruined by such a disaster – the previous being destroyed in 1879. An article in the Lynchburg News 
described the event:

“Avonca <sic>, the elegant residence of Mr. Thomas Fauntleroy, about three miles from Lynch’s (Station), in Campbell County, was entirely destroyed by a fire early Sunday morning… 
The fire was discovered at 3 o’clock, and in a short while the building was in flames… Mr. Fauntleroy’s home has been the scene of many brilliant social events, and its reputation for 
delightful hospitality is known throughout this section of the State. There will be hundreds of people who will regret to learn of its destruction.”

To compound the scope of the calamity, the loss was estimated between $10,000-$12,000. It was only insured for $8,000 and its contents for $1,000. Among the priceless historic 
treasures lost in the conflagration were Col. Charles Lynch’s Revolutionary War sword and a leather suit of armor that was believed to be a gift from a French cuirassier who served 
alongside Lynch in the combined Franco-American military alliance that forced the 1781 surrender of Gen. Charles Cornwallis at Yorktown. 

The Fauntleroys immediately began searching for an architect to oversee the construction of their new home on the site of the previous two houses. In his search for an architect to design 
his new home, Fauntleroy opened communication with Lynchburg designer John Minor Botts Lewis, a young but skilled 1891 graduate of the University of Virginia. In a December 28, 
1900 letter to the Fauntleroys, Mr. Lewis marketed the value of his services well: “I should think it would be a very risky undertaking to build such a house as you would build without 
the assistance of an architect, for the reason that you will hardly be able to have so comfortable and nice a building as the architect is in touch with all the modern products used in 
buildings, knows where they are to be had, how they are built in, which is cheapest and best, and with proper plans and specifications there is no chance for a misunderstanding between 
you and the builder…” Lewis went on to state, “I can, by making the plans and specifications, save you a good deal of money.” Faced with considerable financial loss and the need for 
a home to be built as promptly as possible for his family, Fauntleroy agreed that Mr. Lewis was the man for the job.

In March of 1901, the specifications were approved and the construction phase was initiated. Mr. Lewis gently provided the caveat that his work was going to exceed the $4,000 budget 
that his client had in mind. With that, Lewis began the task of collecting bids from six contractors of approved workmanship. Lewis was very willing to discuss ways to trim expenses 
off of the cost of building the house, providing the recommendations that he could save fifty cents per door by leaving the transoms off of an interior doorway or saving eighteen dollars 
by subtracting a window here or there. 

The blueprints for the house envisioned a house bearing both Queen Anne Victorian elements along with a dash of Colonial Revivalism. Among these features, there was to be prominent 
gables, wraparound porch, asymmetry and a majestic tower. By building an octagonal tower with edges, Lewis advised that he could save $120, which was no paltry sum in 1900. 
With this change being the chief one ordered, Lewis reminded the family that the house would be expansive, asymmetrical and showy. Eclecticism was the order of the day during that 
historical period.

The young architect complained in private that his clients placed him in a few uncomfortable situations. Using tender language, he advised his clients that the second floor bathroom 
should be left at the end of the hall where he designed it and cautioned that one would have to stoop in order to climb the servant staircase were it to be placed in the hallway. The 
Fauntleroys retired in good order from their position and graciously assented to Lewis’ warning. Another issue arose concerning the lumber used for construction. Fauntleroy saved a 
handsome amount off of his costs by harvesting the lumber for his home from forests located on his property. However, Mrs. Fauntleroy was greatly irritated by the sound of the steam 
engine-powered buzzsaws that cut the lumber to specifications. Lewis, demonstrating his understanding and empathetic nature, ordered that all such work be completed out in the forest 
and brought to the house by the workers. While this decision was not a popular one among the workers and their foreman from P&F Corbin Builders, Mrs. Fauntleroy appreciated the 
fact that she could raise her family peacefully in the nearby plantation office without having to bear the nerve-grating sound of the machines. (The last person born at Avoca and grandson 
of the couple, Pete Fauntleroy, would years later joke that was thus the “first pre-fabricated house in America”.)

Lewis also found himself in the middle of a gentle disagreement between husband and wife over the height of the ceilings. The man of the house favored twelve foot-high ceilings 
because he no doubt felt that a tall ceiling bespoke financial stability to the host of potential business partners that he invited to dine with his family. Mrs. Fauntleroy, it is reported, 
disagreed and believed such tall ceilings would be impractical and would lead to outrageous heating costs for the house. Given the coal prices of the day, one could not blame the lady of 
the house for entertaining this concern. When Mr. Lewis was called in to give his opinion, he felt that he was being placed in an awkward situation and politely declined to pick a side. In 
the end, a marital compromise was reached when the first floor was endowed with the twelve foot ceilings and the second floor was given ten foot ceilings. Apparently, the compromise 
was struck after the studs for the second floor walls were raised. The studs were to accommodate a twelve foot-high ceiling, so Mrs. Fauntleroy simply ordered the ceiling dropped two 
feet. A modern visitor to Avoca can see that the studs conspicuously poke up two feet from the floor in the third level attic. The potential small crisis was successfully avoided. Relieved, 
Lewis declared that he and his clients had built a strong friendship given the fact that they had been through so much together.

Construction Story

The house took a little less than a year to conceptualize and build. The final product was 
a truly modern house with all of the most convenient appointments. The house even 
had running water. This feat was accomplished without the aid of electricity and drew 
spring water from a nearby spring atop an adjacent hill. The water was drawn into a 
cistern and, through the natural forces of gravity and pressure fed into the second-floor 
bathroom. A nearby water tank held reserves and was likely built by the Fauntleroys 
eldest son, who had made quite a name for himself as a military and railroad engineer. If 
that convenience was not modern enough, neighbors were astonished to learn that water 
coolers and water heaters (that drew their energy from the coal fireplaces) were built into 
the house’s walls. Therefore, one could turn their choice of cold or hot water faucets for 
their evening bath.

Electrical and telephone service were available in America’s affluent metropolitan 
neighborhoods, but those lines would not be extended to Altavista for another dozen 
years. Lewis knew, however, that these things were coming down the pike in the future. 
He installed the wiring for telephones and the forerunner to the house’s “knob-and-tube” 
electrical system in advance. He was truly a builder ahead of his time. On November 
15, 1901, Lewis triumphantly pounded away on his new-fangled typewriter to announce 
his pleasure with the completed house, just in time to protect his employers from the 
autumn chill: “Dear Mr. Fauntleroy, Now that your new residence has been completed 
and you are living in it, I trust that you have found it in every way satisfactory and 
comfortable”. In the very next line, he took occasion to opine “I think you have built 
one of the nicest residences… in this section of the country for a long time.” This was 
a simple, accurate way to wrap up the completion of one of his first big projects. Soon 
afterward, he completed a dream house for his wife in Lynchburg. He certainly was due 
a moment to relish in his achievements.

Following his completion of the Fauntleroy home, Lewis successfully completed the 
construction of buildings on the campus of Woodberry Forest School, the Lynchburg 
Hospital (which stood in the Garland Hill neighborhood), the Lynchburg Cotton Mill, 
and several upscale residences in Lynchburg. In the year following Avoca’s completion, 
he entered into a partnership with William R. Burnham in the architecture firm of 
Lewis Burnham. He resumed individual proprietorship from 1912-1918 and eventually 
accepted the presidency of a Lynchburg manufacturing company. J.M.B. Lewis’s private 
residence at 1314 Clay Street in Lynchburg (also built in 1901) stands today as a shining 
example of his skill. Perhaps Lewis’ most visible feat is the Academy of Music building 
in Lynchburg. In its heyday, the Academy hosted notables such as Ethel Barrymore, 
Mary Pickford, and Douglas Fairbanks.

Lewis died on April 17, 1950 at the age of 82. He is buried in Lynchburg’s Spring Hill 
Cemetery.

Ruins of Avoca, September 24, 1900

(the day after the fire)



  
 

 www.Avocamuseum.org

 Phone: (434) 369-1076

 Fax: (434) 369-1077

 Facebook:  
 www.facebook.com/avoca1901

Mike Hudson - Director
avocamuseums@embarqmail.com

Theresa Boyes - Event Coordinater
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

Avoca Museum greatly appreciates your financial 
support. Your donations help the museum with 
its day-to-day expenses, educational programs, 
exhibit upkeep and improvement, and special 
events. Without you, Avoca Museum, as we know 
it, would cease to exist. Membership applications 
for the 2017 season were sent out this winter. If 
you have already signed up for another year of 
membership, thank you! If you have yet to do so, 
we hope to hear from you soon. Many thanks!
 – Avoca Museum

Do you have a green thumb?
Volunteers are needed for Avoca Museum’s adopt-a-
garden program in its Arboretum. If you would like 
to tend a garden spot in honor or in memory of a loved 
one or just for the joy of gardening, give us a call at 
(434) 369-1076 or email avocaevents@embarqmail.
com. Time commitments vary depending on garden 
size and the types of plantings. 

What’s happening at Avoca?
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Return Service Requested

        Museum Wish List
   Two Victorian, Art Nouveau, Eastlake or 

      Craftsman-style umbrella holders for porches

  Taxidermy birds and mammals of the Eastern U.S.

  A used pickup truck for the transporting of mulch,  

     plants and other materials

  Old bath and kitchen towels for cleaning projects

Dear Members,


