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The 19th annual Harvest 
Jubilee and Wine Festival 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
Sept. 29, on the grounds 
of the museum. The 
event will feature wines 
from seven area wineries, 
music by two bands, a 
beer booth and 20-plus 
craft and merchandise 
vendors. The museum 
is currently accepting 
vendor applications for 
this year’s event. Vendor 
spots are 10x10 and 
are $50 each. For more 
information about the wine 
festival, vendor spots, 
working as a volunteer 
or becoming an event 
sponsor, contact Events 
Coordinator Theresa 
Boyes, (434) 369-1076, 
or email avocaevents@
embarqmail.com. 

Wine festival 

Avoca Museum, 1514 Main St., Altavista, will hold its 
annual Mother’s Day Tea from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, 
May 13. The event includes tea and light refreshments, 
entertainment on the piano, and self-guided tours of the 
house, outbuildings, Victorian Garden and Arboretum. 
All mothers are admitted free. General admission is $5 
ages 6 and older, $3 for seniors and free for children ages 
five and younger. No reservations required. For more 
information, contact Theresa Boyes, (434) 369-1076 
or email avocaevents@embarqmail.com. The event is 
sponsored by Steve Farmer Auto Sales.

Celebrate mom with Mother’s Day Tea 

Avoca will celebrate its annual Museum Opening Day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 7. 
The event will feature free museum admission and will include self-guided tours of the historic 
Fauntleroy home as well as wine, cheese and other refreshments. Rick Sheets, a maker of historically 
accurate powder horns, will demonstrate his craft from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the museum’s 19th 
century Brick Kitchen. At 2 p.m., Jay Hopkins, an expert on powder horns, rifles and muskets of the 
French and Indian War and Revolutionary War eras, will present an hour-long lecture in the parlor/
music room. The museum’s outbuildings and grounds will also be opened for visitors, offering 
guests a chance to see the slavery exhibit in the Brick Kitchen, and World War I and Lane Company 
exhibits in the Susan M. Jackson Visitor Center’s Green Level Gallery. The museum’s gift shop, 
also located in the visitor center, will be open for shopping. Avoca Museum will be opened for tours 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturday, April 7 through October 28. For a list 
of museum closings due to weddings, private tours and other events, visit www.avocamuseum.org. 
For more information, contact Theresa Boyes, events coordinator, email avocaevents@embarqmail.
com or visit www.avocamuseum.org.

Powder horn lecture, demos highlights of opening day
 Photo By: KJ Jugar 



Rental dates are still available for 
Avoca Museum’s 2018 wedding 
and party seasons. If you need 
an indoor or outdoor venue and 
would like to see if Avoca is the 
perfect spot for your special day, 
call Museum Director Michael 
Hudson at (434) 369-1076 to 
schedule a tour of the historic 
house and grounds. For more 
information about weddings at 
Avoca Museum, including cost 
and amenities, check out Avoca’s 
website, www.avocamuseum.org.

Getting Married?

Do you have an interest in history 
and some extra time to spare? 
Consider volunteering at Avoca 
Museum! Avoca hosts dozens 
of events each year. Volunteers 
are needed to work as docents 
(house tour guides), and in the gift 
shop, gardens and the Arboretum. 
Volunteers are also needed during 
educational programs and special 
events, such as the annual wine 
festival, Student Event Day, 
Mother’s Day Tea, Night at the 
Museum lantern tours and our 
annual Christmas at Avoca event. 
If you have just moved to the 
Altavista area, volunteering at 
Avoca is a good way to meet your 
new neighbors. To volunteer, call 
(434) 369-1076. 

THANKS!

VOLUNTEER

The following 
museum volunteers 
helped from 
mid-November to 
February  2018:

Kris Bell
Linda Bennett
Reggie Bennett
Dunk Carter
Virginia Carter
Virginia Clark
Ida Compton
Curtis Crews
Ramona Davis
Terri Dews
Dolores Drumheller

Shelby Elliott
Barbara Gibson
Gwen Goggin
Grace Granger
Victor Granger
Bonnie Harvey
Sonny Hodges
Linda Humphrey
Lynne Huskey
Anne Jones
Sarah Jones
Brenda Justice
Virginia Lanier
Debbie Lewis
Nancy Lobbregt
Bill Martin
Johelen Martin

Kathy Mayhew
Ina Midkiff
Henry Myers
Sunda Myers
Patsy Nuckols
Kathy Perri
Betty Rice
Alline Ritzer
Jack Ritzer
Barbara Rogers
Sally Sease
Debbie Shelton
Ozelle Shelton
Al Smith
Alissa Smith
Jeannie Smith
Kaitlin Smith

Teresa Stallard
Mark Thomas
Jessica Tucker
Shirley Vuncannon
Billie Collins 
Wallace
Mandy Walker
Janet West
Connie Wilson
Joan Woodson
Ken Woodson

* Staunton River 
Woman’s Club

* Staunton  River 
Garden Club

* Mt. Airy Baptist 
Church Combined 
Choir.

* Altavista Area 
Book Club

* Appomattox 
Garden Club.

* Robbie Rice 
for use of  her 
Nutcracker 
collection during  
Christmas at Avoca.

Close to 200 people came to Avoca Museum’s annual Christmas at Avoca event held the 
first two weekends of December 2017. The event featured tours of the festively decorated 
mansion, refreshments, a silent auction and entertainment. This year’s entertainment 
line-up included a concert by the Mt. Airy Baptist Church Combined Chorus, music by 
Jodie Davis, two visits from Santa Claus and performances by the following area pianists: 
Holly Saunders and David Yeatts, Carol Moorefield, Dr. Cynthia Ramsey and Carol Ann 
Clements. The annual silent auction, a big draw for visitors, raised $1463 for the museum’s 
education fund. An additional $50 was raised through the sale of poinsettias used during 
the event to decorate the house. Special thanks to the following area businesses and 
individuals for donating items for the silent auction: Anthony & Co., Barbara Rogers, 
Dr. Debbie Shelton, Food Lion, Gross’ Orchard, Ida Compton, Linda Eubank, MAD 
Biddy’s, Main Street Café and Shoppes, Dee Buchanan (Mary Kay), Miller’s Jewelry, 
Peace of Pie, Roger and Connie Wilson, Southside Electric Cooperative, Staunton River 
Garden Club, Staunton River Outdoors, Tim George and Lisa Tomlin and Walmart.

Open house celebrates joy of Christmas

Volunteer Spotlight : John Varga
John Varga, a relatively new volunteer at Avoca Museum, 
originally hails from Tucson, Ariz., but now calls Gladys, Va. 
home, living in a ca.-1902 home called “Payne’s Palace.” 
Varga can often be seen puttering around the Avoca mansion, 
fixing all things electrical in nature, be it an aged receptacle, 
a turn-of-the-century light fixture or an antique Victorian 
hurricane lamp.
When he’s repairing wiring, Varga is in his element as his 
background is in physics and electrical engineering.
“I graduated from THE University of Arizona,” Varga said, 
greatly emphasizing the “the” and pointing out that he did NOT 
go to Arizona State University. 
“No, I did not study at that little community college up in 
Tempe,” Varga said, snidely referring to ASU.
 Varga’s career path eventually led him to become a guided 
missile engineer for Raytheon, designing missiles for the U.S. 
Air Force and the Navy. Varga’s proudest accomplishment, he 
said, was working as the lead Weapon Systems Engineer of the 
AIM-9X Sidewinder, a short-range air-to-air missile used during 
conflicts in the Middle East and elsewhere.

Varga says that his experience in the defense industry lead him into a second career, that of a writer of military 
fiction, most notably the “Black Rorqual” series of books, which address a devastating attack on the United 
States Navy and commercial shipping using bio-engineered Rorquals (fin whales) saved only by FDR’s top 
secret group code named “Rose Garden”.
The books, which Varga calls “thrillers,” are based on current public domain technologies and include real 
places and fictional characters based on real people.
When he wasn’t designing missiles or writing novels, Varga’s focus was still up in the air - or under the sea - 
depending on which hobby he was engaging in. Varga, an avid scuba diver, spent time diving in Mexico and also 
worked as a Captain and Instructor on commercial and government aircraft. If he had a “bucket list,” Varga said 
it would include a trip to New Zealand, to scuba dive, of course.
“There is excellent scuba diving (in New Zealand) and the country is beautiful,” Varga said.
And the beautiful scenery is something Varga also enjoys about Avoca. 
“Avoca is such a beautiful site but I especially enjoy the beauty of the house,” he said.
“One of the best things about Avoca is the great people I meet,” Varga said. “One example is Michelle (Testerman 
of MAD Biddy’s in Altavista). I think it’s wonderful how supportive she is of Avoca and is so willing to help.”
 “I’m happy to help where (my) expertise is needed in dealing with old wiring. Of all the jobs I’ve done, my 
greatest satisfaction came from restoring the mansion’s lamps,” Varga said, referring to two antique hurricane 
lamps currently located in the parlor and music rooms.



Dear friend of Avoca,
I have the pleasure of reflecting on the 
contributions that have made Avoca Museum 
develop so charmingly in a time when other 
small museums are (sadly) dying off. But Avoca 
has resisted that trend! Avoca has been blessed 
by generous contributions, additional house and 
grounds improvements, and the opportunity to 
host special events that engage the community. 
With 2018 well underway, I pause to express 
gratitude all of those who collaborated in 2017 to 
make Avoca Museum the first-class organization 
that it is. We could not have enjoyed the success 
we had this year without our Membership, 
who contributed generously to ensure that our 
historical legacies – both positive and negative – 
are not forgotten.
We would like to take the time to recognize a 
number of philanthropic groups who have given 
to Avoca. First and foremost, we would like to 
acknowledge the Town of Altavista and its Public 
Works Department for their continued support. 
We are proud to serve as Altavista’s local history 
museum that interprets multiple time periods 
and numerous genres of our local historic record.  
Many thanks to the W.C. English Foundation, 
Lane Foundation, the Jackson Charitable Trust, 
BGF, and the Fauntleroy Family for helping 
to fund general museum operations. Local 
businesses such as Bank of the James, First 
National Bank, Miller’s Jewelers, MAD Biddy’s, 
Airabella’s, Altavista Journal, and PCM have 
invested heavily in our community through gifts 
to the museum. Please bear these names in mind 
and credit them for making our town a better 
place to live.
An outstanding new education program was 
initiated in 2017 thanks to the efforts of intern 
Emily Parrow, a Liberty University student 
who is working to prepare for a career in 
museum administration. The project costs were 

underwritten by a local anonymous businessman, 
Garber-Lowe Fencing, Angela Hudson Cakes, 
and True Value of Lynchburg. I invite parents 
of children ages 7-12 to come by Avoca and give 
the program a try. The museum opens on the 
first Saturday in April, but we would be happy 
to open the doors for visitors on an appointment 
basis until that day arrives. 
Also, we would like to extend a word of gratitude 
to the Beverly W. & Hampton O. Powell 
Foundation for their support toward museum 
education programs. This year, Avoca hosted 
1,000 students from public, private, and home 
schools populated by students from our area and 
the services provided to them would be impossible 
without this fine organization. 
We thankfully recognize Moore’s Charitable 
Foundation, the Greater Lynchburg Community 
Trust, and Fray Trust for helping to provide 
funding for the restoration of Avoca’s kitchen 
building. Because of their support, the museum 
was able to complete the restoration of the 
plantation’s kitchen building, which houses 
our exhibit on slavery and is one of the oldest 
buildings in Campbell County. With this major 
accomplishment attained, the museum has 
completed its twenty-five year effort to restore 
each building on site entirely. This is a red-letter 
event in the history of Altavista and it was realized 
by a team effort by hundreds of people spanning 
a quarter century.
For our beautiful new patio to be used for 
weddings, TGIF events, and other gatherings, 
we wish to thankfully acknowledge the Timken 
Foundation. On Avoca’s grounds a gorgeous 
new patio stands in front of our stage/dance 
floor and sidewalks have been exquisitely re-laid 
thanks entirely to the Timken Charitable Trust. 
We mourn the loss of an organization that has 
done so much good for the people of Altavista, 
but Avoca and the people of Altavista will have 

many beautiful things to remember Timken by 
for years to come.
Of course, I would be most gravely remiss to 
fail in giving keen recognition to our Events 
Coordinator, Theresa Boyes. Without her, our 
numerous special events would be impossible. 
Theresa attends to the even the finest details of 
these events with great enthusiasm and vigor. 
We also wish to thank our first-rate interns. 
Jared Dalton (Liberty University) has provided 
technical support in a litany of operations 
designed to bring the museum into the twenty-
first century of historical interpretation. Intern 
Sarah Jones (Liberty University) is a graduate 
student who has a remarkable job in designing 
new exhibits and has even portrayed personalities 
connected to the site at our Night at the Museum 
Lantern Tours. We appreciate the contributions 
of intern Michael Johnson (Liberty University) 
who has researched marketing strategies for the 
site as a wedding venue. Also, we wish to thank 
Shannon Kelly (Andrews University, Michigan) 
for the work she has done to digitize the Spanish-
American War memoirs of Capt. James Dearing 
Fauntleroy. Last, but certainly not least, we 
recognize intern Jenna Gilbertson (Liberty 
University) from Glendale, Arizona. Jenna puts 
her all into whichever project she sets her hand 
and we are most grateful for her efforts. 
Notable progress continues to be made thanks 
to our dedicated volunteers. Without them, the 
museum could not possibly hope to achieve what 
it does. Last year, we had about 110 volunteers, 
about 85% of whom volunteered on numerous 
occasions. These folks contribute their time and 
talent wholeheartedly and one of these volunteers 
is spotlighted in each newsletter. Thank you, 
volunteers!
With sincerest gratitude,
Michael Hudson
Executive Director, Avoca Museum

April 7: Museum Opening Day 
May 13: Mother’s Day Tea 
May 25: TGIF
June 22: TGIF 
July 27: TGIF
Aug 7: Members’ Potluck Picnic 
Aug 25: TGIF

Sept 29:  19th Annual 
Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival 
Oct 19 & 20: Night at the Museum 
Oct 23: Volunteer Dinner
Dec. 1, 2, 8 & 9: Christmas Open House
Dec. 10: Members’ Christmas Party

2018 Calendar 

From the director: 



Individual 
($25)
Bonnie Harvey
Dr. Debbie Shelton
Elizabeth R. Ward Household
Mr. Mark  Thomas
Mr. William M. Wood  
Mrs. Barbara Jastrebsky
Mrs. Dolores Drumheller
Mrs. Ina Midkiff
Mrs. Linda Eubanks
Mrs. Lucy Burgess
Ms. Anastasia Cowan
Ms. Catherine Pedigo
Ms. Dell Anstey
Ms. Patricia Patton
Ms. Virginia S. Clark
Ramona Davis

Family 
($35) 
Allen & Becki Fuzi
Ben & Paula Whittier
Betsy & Carl Mason
Bryan and Babs Stott
Carmen and Kathy Perri
Charlene & John Maresca
Cliff and Kathryn Phillips
David and Sally Sease
Don and Barbara Henderson
Don and Joyce Brandt
Ed Wildrick & Jo Kelly
Eddie and Gayle Puckette
Edward F. & Frances Metcalf

James & Barbara King
Jim and Christine Critchley
Jim and Sue Funderburk
Ken Shumaker
Lewis and Audrey  Frazier
Martin Dubin
Mike and Debbie Lewis
Morgan & Joyce Allen
Mr. Tim George
Myra & Tommy Walker
Quintus and Marie Wade
Richard & Jimmie Lou Cothren
Rob and Judy Finch
Terry and Bonnie Finch
The John Dinwiddie Family
Theresa & Steve Clayton

Sustaining 
($50-$99)
Beth & Andrew Doan
Brenda Justice
Daniel and Dale Phillips
Donald and Lynn Huskey
Doug and Holly Burton
Glenn and Linda Miller
Hank and Janice Frazier
Jack and Alline Ritzer
James & Carla Renney
James and Phyllis Higginbotham
Jay Hopkins
Johnny Woodson
Ken & Rhonda Hudson
Landon, Jr. & Nila Lane
Mr. Frank Murray
Mrs. Nancy Edwards

Ms. Langhorne McCarthy
Pat and Carolyn deBernard
Robert and Melody Jennings 
Sandra Boyes
Stuart and Lyndia Goodwin
Tom & Laney Thompson
Tony & Karen Bowling

Sponsor 
($100-$249)
Al and Jeannie Smith
Altavista Friendship Club
Bill and Johelen Martin, Jr.
Billie Collins
Brittany & Brandon Cash
Donald and Virginia Tucker
James E. Burton, IV
John and Glenda Jordan
Kathy Burnette
Linda    Humphreys
Michelle Testerman
Mike and Johnna Kinlaw Agency
Mr. David Shreve
Mr. Donald Holland
Mr. Roger Blackstock
Mrs. Anne Jones
Mrs. Judy Lane Bryant
Mrs. Mildred L. Russell
Mrs. Susan Dearing Shafer-Nie-
haus
Ms. Shirley Vuncannon
Ms. Virginia     Dunn
Ms. Winston Cobb Green
One Fifty-five West Main LLC
Paul and Cathy O’Callaghan

Raymond and Linda Rice
Rob & Susan Gilliam
Todd & Phyllis Figgins
Tom and Judy Fauntleroy
Victor & Grace Granger

Patron 
($250-$499)
Dan and Pat McLaughlin
Jimmy and Donna Shafer   
John Robbins
Kenneth and Joan Woodson
Mary Ladd & Stephen Hebert
Michael and Taylor Milbradt
Mr. John A. Fauntleroy
Mr. Maurice Law
Pressly and Kayrene Shafer III
Roger and Connie Wilson
St. Victoria’s Women’s Guild
Trudy Davidson

Avoca Associate 
($500-$999)
Lacy and Audrey Powell
Michael Hudson
Ms. Carma C. Fauntleroy
Ralph and Rita English

Avoca Fellow 
($1,000 +)
Mr. Tod Winston

Members
Important Note about Memberships
A second call for membership renewals went out last week. Due to a computer error, some of our members were sent a second letter after they 
had already renewed. We apologize to those who mistakenly received a second call for memberships after they had already paid and we deeply 
regret any confusion that mistake may have caused. If you have already renewed for 2018, please disregard. 
However, if you are not sure whether you have renewed, feel free to give us a call at 434-369-1076.
We highly value our members. Were it not for your annual gifts, the museum would be in a tight spot, indeed. Thank you!

Michael Hudson will be presenting the story of Lynchburg’s Cpl. Desmond Doss, who was the subject of the award-winning documentary The 
Conscientious Objector and the recent Academy Award-nominated film Hacksaw Ridge. Cpl. Doss served with distinction in the Pacific Theater 
of World War II and was twice awarded the Bronze Medal for heroic action in The Philippines and Guam. The combat medic was also presented 
with the Medal of Honor for saving the lives of 75 men in the Battle of Okinawa – all despite his refusal to use a weapon. Doss, a Seventh-Day 
Adventist, was morally opposed to harmful action taken against any human being or animal.
 
“I consider myself honored to be given the opportunity to speak about this heroic and gentle man. I knew him as a boy and I developed a great 
deal of respect for him, so that makes this occasion even more special to me”, said Hudson.

The program will be held at the Old Lynchburg Court House atop Monument Terrace on Friday, May 18 at 3 PM. There will be a question-and-
answer session following the presentation and a light reception following that. Admission is free for Lynchburg Museum members and $10 for 
non-members.

Avoca Director to Lecture on Desmond Doss



About 9,000 B.C. - To the best of archeological evidence currently available, Paleoindians (ancestors of the Siouan-speaking Saponi) 
first arrive in the area now known as Altavista.

ca.  1755 - Charles Lynch, Jr. consolidates his father’s landholdings, obtains land grants, and establishes the seat of his plantation at 
Green Level (present-day site of Altavista’s northeastern end).

1761 – Charles Lynch of Green Level completes patents of 6,353 acres.

1769 – Charles Lynch and John Talbot are elected to House of Burgesses representing Bedford County.

March 20, 1775 – Charles Lynch represents Bedford County at the Second Virginia Convention held in Richmond. Lynch 
enthusiastically receives Patrick Henry’s “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death” speech and votes to prepare the militia for war with the 
British.

August, 1780 – Governor Thomas Jefferson orders (now Colonel) Charles Lynch to organize the militia and arrest Loyalists plotting 
to conduct sabotage efforts in Southern and Southwestern Virginia. Col. Lynch collects 75 prisoners and tries them at Green Level. 
Contrary to popular myth, however, no one is put to death as a result of these “Lynch’s Law” trials.

March 15, 1781 – Rifle- bearing militiamen under the command of Col. Lynch perform adequately at the Guilford Court House in 
North Carolina.   

October, 1781 – Col. Lynch’s Bedford County riflemen participate in the Siege of Yorktown and force Lord Cornwallis’ surrender. 

1782 – Governor Jefferson approves legislation indemnifying Lynch and his associates for taking action to preserve the Revolution 
that was considered “…not strictly warranted by law”. Also, Campbell County is formed from Bedford County on February 1. The 
new county is named for Virginian Gen. William Campbell, the “Hero of the Battle of King’s Mountain”.

1792 – Col. Lynch begins to gradually manumit the enslaved people living at Green Level. 

1796 – Col. Lynch dies at Green Level and frees the last of his able-bodied slaves in his will.

1797 – Anselm Lynch inherits the bulk his father’s plantation and begins to re-acquire slaves.

ca. 1800 – Brick Kitchen is constructed at Green Level. This building still stands today and is among the oldest in Campbell County. 
Around the same time, dependencies such as Milk House and Smokehouse are built on the premises.  
 
1826 – Anselm Lynch dies. His eldest son, Charles Henry Lynch inherits Green Level, the bulk of the elder Lynch’s landholdings, and 
43 slaves. 

April, 1865 – Brig. Gen. James Dearing, nephew of Charles Henry Lynch and heir to the property now known as Avoca, becomes 
the last Confederate general officer to die in the Civil War. Avoca’s slaves are emancipated, but many remain on the old plantation as 
servants.

1875 – Charles Henry Lynch dies. The old Green Level property - by this time referred to as “Avoca” - is willed Charles Henry 
Lynch’s niece, Mary Anna Dearing Fauntleroy. She takes possession with her husband Thomas and her young family around 1877.

1879 – The old Avoca plantation house is destroyed by a chimney fire.

1883 – The second Avoca is completed facing Lynch’s Mill, standing near the present- day intersection of modern-day Main Street and 
Lynch Mill Road. 

September 23, 1900 – The second Avoca is utterly destroyed by another fire.

1901 – The third (and current) Avoca is built in six months. The house was designed by Lynchburg Architect J.M.B. Lewis and the 
building contractor’s final bill totals $5,988. 

1980-1981 – Gladys Dearing Fauntleroy Winston, the youngest of the Fauntleroy offspring, dies at age 94. Possession of the house 
and three acres of its land transfers to the ownership of her son, Dr. Lindley Murray Winston, Jr. Dr. Winston in turn deeds the 
property to the Town of Altavista, indicating that the property is to be used as a local history museum and a community gathering 
place.

 1992 – Avoca Museum is formed, its first Executive Director is hired, and its first Board of Directors is named. Avoca is painstakingly 
restored thanks to the combined efforts of the Avoca Museums & Historical Society, Timken Foundation, Lane Company, Country 
Living Magazine, and a host of area donors.

 2017 – The Kitchen, Smokehouse, and Milk House dependencies are restored, bringing each building on Avoca Museum’s grounds to 
complete restoration.

History of Avoca Timeline



  
 

 www.avocamuseum.org

 Phone: (434) 369-1076

 Facebook:  
 www.facebook.com/avoca1901

Michael Hudson, Executive Director
avocamuseums@embarqmail.com

Theresa Boyes - Event Coordinater
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

Member’s Potluck Picnic, 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 7

Features fried chicken and beverages. 
Please bring a favorite side dish or dessert to share.

Please RSVP by Wednesday, August 1.

 Call (434) 369-1076 or email 
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

Do you have a green thumb?
Volunteers are needed for Avoca Museum’s adopt-a-
garden program in its Arboretum. If you would like to 
tend a garden spot in honor or in memory of a loved one 
or just for the joy of gardening, give us a call at (434) 
369-1076 or email avocaevents@embarqmail.com. Time 
commitments vary depending on garden size and the 
types of plantings. 

What’s happening at Avoca?
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Return Service Requested

        Museum Wish List

   Victorian, Art Nouveau, Eastlake or 

      Craftsman-style umbrella holders  

  Old towels and rags for cleaning projects


