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The Altavista Chamber of 
Commerce’s summer TGIF 
events will be held on the front 
lawn of Avoca Museum from 
6 to 9 p.m. on May 26, June 
23, July 28 and August 25. The 
event will include beer and 
wine sales, live music and food 
concessions. The schedule is 
as follows:

May 26: Music by Steve Freeman 
Band. Food by Uprooted.
June 23: Music by Dave Porter.
July 28: Music by Craig Hansen 
and the Gypsies.
Aug. 25: Music by The Bell 
Hornet.

Admission is $5 for adults and 
free for children younger than 
age 12. Valid ID required for 
alcoholic beverage purchases. 
Bring a chair. No coolers, pets 
or outside food or beverage 
permitted.

TGIF @ Avoca

Avoca Museum’s Mother’s Day Tea, held Sunday, May 14, attracted 134 
people, a more than 20-percent increase from last year’s event. The popular 
event featured a variety of hot teas and refreshments, self-guided tours of 
the historic mansion and gardens, and free admission for all mothers. Local 
pianists Carol Moorefield and Carol Ann Clements entertained guests on the 
piano, performing Broadway show tunes, sacred and classical music and 
family favorites during the three-hour event. Mother’s Day Tea is sponsored 
annually by Steve Farmer Auto Sales, located at 1112 Main St. in Altavista. 

More than 130 celebrate Mother’s Day at museum 

Avoca Museum will host its 18th annual Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival on a 
new weekend this year, holding the event on Saturday, Sept. 30 (rain date Oct. 7). 
The event will include wines  from several area wineries including Sans Soucy 
Vineyards, The Homeplace Vineyard, Rebec Vineyards, Tomahawk Mill Winery, 
White Rock Vineyards and Winery and Bright Meadows Farm and Vineyard. The 
event will feature live music from The Pete Turpin Band and Nashville recording 
artists The Low Low Chariot, an adult-supervised children’s bounce house, local 
craft and merchandise vendors, a bake sale, and three food trucks (El Cabritos, 
Hardman’s Smoke Stack, and the Staunton River Woman’s Club). Tasting tickets 
are $20 at the gate (cash only). Non-tasting tickets are $10 for ages 12 and older, $5 
for children ages 6 to 11 and free for children ages 5 and younger. No outside food 
or drinks or pets allowed. For more information about the wine festival or how to 
become a vendor, sponsor or volunteer, contact Theresa Boyes at (434) 369-1076 
or avocaevents@embarqmail.com .

Avoca sets new date for annual wine festival

Recent college graduate Miss Gladys Dearing Fauntleroy (1906) is portrayed by 
volunteer Sarah Jones. Sarah explained to young visitors how Gladys intended to 
use her education to impact the world through philanthropic and missionary work.



Rental dates are available for Avoca 
Museum’s 2017 and 2018 wedding 
and party seasons. If you need an 
indoor or outdoor venue and would 
like to see if Avoca is the perfect spot 
for your special day, call Museum 
Director Michael Hudson at (434) 
369-1076 to schedule a tour of the 
historic house and grounds. For 
more information about weddings at 
Avoca Museum, including cost and 
amenities, check out Avoca’s website, 
www.avocamuseum.org.

Getting Married?

Do you have an interest in history 
and some extra time to spare? 
Consider volunteering at Avoca 
Museum! Avoca hosts dozens 
of events each year. Volunteers 
are needed to work as docents 
(house tour guides), and in the gift 
shop, gardens and the Arboretum. 
Volunteers are also needed during 
educational programs and special 
events, such as the annual wine 
festival, Student Event Day, 
Mother’s Day Tea, Night at the 
Museum lantern tours and our 
annual Christmas Open House. 
If you have just moved to the 
Altavista area, volunteering at 
Avoca is a good way to meet your 
new neighbors. To volunteer, call 
(434) 369-1076. 

THANKS!

VOLUNTEER

A special 
thanks to all 
of the museum 
volunteers who 
helped from 
March  to mid-
May:

David Boyes
Dunk Carter
Virginia Carter
Bob Childress
Virginia Clark
Carol Ann 
Clements
Ida Compton
Betty Cook
Allison Cowart
Jared Dalton
Dolores 
Drumheller

Shelby Elliott
Audrey Frazier
Bonnie Harvey
Angela Hudson
Linda Humphrey
Diane Hurd
Melinda Irby
Anne Jones
Sarah Jones
Brenda Justice
Virginia Lanier
Nancy Lobbregt
Donna Lowitzski

Grace Mattox
Pat McLaughlin
Ina Midkiff
Linda Miller
Carol Moorefield
Sean Noto
Vincent Noto
Brian Parrow
Emily Parrow
Abbie Queener
Alline Ritzer
Jack Ritzer
Clarke Scott

Ozelle Shelton
Al Smith
Jeannie Smith
Shirley 
Vuncannon
Billie Collins 
Wallace
Myra Walker
Janet West
Ken Woodson
Joan Woodson

Avoca Museum hosted two lectures during the month 
of April, the first taking place immediately following 
Town Appreciation Day on April 1 and featuring 
Pittsylvania County historian and author Dr. Larry 
Aaron. Aaron spoke on the production of gunpowder 
during the Revolutionary War by colonels Charles 
Lynch and Benjamin Clement. The second lecture, 
held just days later on April 6, featured historian 
and author Robert Dunkerly. Dunkerly, currently 
employed as a park ranger at Richmond Battlefields, 
lectured about Southside Virginia’s contribution to the 
Revolutionary War. Dunkerly’s lecture was followed 
by a spirited question-and-answer session and a book 
signing. A number of Aaron and Dunkerly’s books are 
currently available for purchase in Avoca Museum’s 
gift shop, located inside the Sue M. Jackson Visitor 
Center.

Historians address gunpowder, Revolutionary War

Langhorne McCarthy, granddaughter Avoca 
architect J.M.B. Lewis, poses beside our new 
interpretive marker detailing the construction of 
the house. The marker was expertly designed by 
volunteer Grace Mattox.
         Thank you, Grace, for a job well done.

* Dr. Aaron and Mr. Dunkerly have authored a wide variety of books on the Revolution in Southside Virginia. 



Dear Members,

Thanks to you, Avoca Museum continues to 
grow and flourish. Our membership drive 
this year has raised over $18,000 with hopes 
of more being added to the total by the end 
of June. Your support is needed and greatly 
appreciated.
New projects designed to improve our 
facilities have wrapped up recently while 
others are slated to begin in July. Among 
those projects completed were those 
purposed with restoring the museum’s 
post-colonial Milk House, revitalizing 
several areas of the Arboretum, improving 
the gardens, and installation of beautiful 
new stone benches in the Arboretum. Also, 
several initiatives quickly repaired weather 
damage to the house and its roof.
This spring, the museum mourned the 

passing of former Board of Directors 
President Al Albiston and volunteer Kent 
Eanes, Sr. Both gentlemen made a lasting 
impact and their footprint will be seen here 
for many years to come.
Four new interns have joined the museum 
staff. Please join me in welcoming Emily 
Parrow, Jared Dalton, Michael Johnson, 
and Sarah Jones aboard. Emily and Sarah 
are history majors while Michael studies 
Marketing and Jared studies Information 
Technology. Each are seeking degrees from 
Liberty University. We welcome them as 
they are conducting research on how the 
museum’s education programs, wedding 
venue marketing, and exhibit designs 
might be improved. Also, they are examing 
ways that the museum might enhance its 
digital interpretation and attract young, 
technology-driven individuals to the site.

Recent events have been very well received by 
the community. I encourage our Members to 
visit during these events and to see firsthand 
how well Theresa organizes the activities.
 The next newsletter will be bringing you 
news on the restoration of the ca.-1800 
Kitchen building. It is the oldest building in 
Altavista and it houses our new exhibit on 
slavery in Campbell County. The three-phase 
restoration project begun in 2013 will soon 
be complete thanks to the Town of Altavista, 
local grantmakers, and our members. Also, 
watch for exciting new details concerning 
fresh exhibits and a project that will even 
further enhance the already-robust visitor 
experience here.

With best wishes,

Michael Hudson, Executive Director

Aug. 1:   Members’ Potluck Picnic
Sept. 30:  18th annual Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival (rain date Oct. 7)
Oct. :   Night at the Museum (date TBA)
Oct. 24:   Volunteer Dinner
Oct. 29:   Museum Closes for Season
Dec. 2, 3, 9, 10: Christmas Open House
Dec. 11:   Members’ Christmas Party

2017 Calendar 

From the director: 

Avoca held its annual Town Appreciation Day celebration on Saturday, April 1, officially opening for the 2017 season. 
The event featured free admission, a wine and cheese reception, and self-guided tours of the house, Victorian Garden, 
Arboretum and outbuildings. In the museum’s Brick Kitchen, North Carolina craftsman Rick Sheets talked with, visitors 
about crafting authentic powder horns. Following the event, Dr. Larry Aaron, a Pittsylvania County author and historian, 
presented a lecture on gunpowder production in the Altavista area during the Revolutionary War. Avoca Museum is currently 
open for tours from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. on Sundays. The museum will no 
longer be open for tours on Sunday beginning July 1. Check the website for closings due to weddings or other events.

Town Appreciation Day draws 100+ visitors

The Arboretum and gardens at Avoca are quite lovely this year thanks to the hard work and giving nature of our volunteers.



Individual ($25)
Ms. Dell Anstey
Mrs. Lucy Burgess
Ms. Virginia S. Clark
Baxton and Betty Cook
Ms. Anastasia Cowan
Ramona Davis
Mrs. Dolores Drumheller
Mrs. Linda Eubanks
Lexine Gill
William Hardy
Bonnie Harvey
Mrs. Bettie S. Hoover
Robert Humphreys
El Igne
Mrs. Barbara Jastrebsky
Erny&Daughter Ashley Karoly
Margaret Liebchen
Mrs. Ina Midkiff
Ms. Patricia Patton
Dr. Debbie Shelton
Ms. Teresa Stallard
Ms. Sue Sutton
Mr. Mark  Thomas
Ms. Shirley Vuncannon
Dave Weeks
Janet West
Mrs. Margaret West
Mr. William M. Wood  
Johnny Woodson

Family ($35) 
Frank and Sarah Adams
Preston and Ann Andrews
Ann Cowan & Herb Auerbach
Kris & Harrison Bell
Reginald Bennett
Theresa & David Boyes
Don and Joyce Brandt
Daniel and Joanne Burton
Robert and Ida Compton
Stacy and Vickie Compton
Richard & Jimmie Lou Cothren
Curtis Crews
Pat and Carolyn deBernard
Martin Dubin
Rob and Judy Finch
Terry and Bonnie Finch
Lewis and Audrey  Frazier
Ed and Myra Frazier
Jim and Sue Funderburk
Boyd Greever
Mrs. Lynn Hanson
Betty Hedjazi
Don and Barbara Henderson
Russell and Elizabeth Hicks
Jay Hopkins
David R. Kent
Tony & Kathy Mayhew
Edward F. & Frances Metcalf
Carmen and Kathy Perri

Cliff and Kathryn Phillips
Ruby Arthur & Rebecca Poston
Eddie and Gayle Puckette
Mr. J.D. Puckett
Ms. Marie Reynolds
Jack and Alline Ritzer
David and Sally Sease
Ms. Ozelle Shelton
Shumaker Ken
Bryan and Babs Stott
Virginia Tigney
Jessica Tucker
Quintus and Marie Wade
Myra & Tommy Walker
Ben & Paula Whittier

Sustaining ($50-$99)
Morgan & Joyce Allen
Peter Jennings and Sandra Boyes
Ronald and Peggy Dearing 
Alfred and Jennifer Dearing 
Charles and Nancy Edwards
Hank and Janice Frazier
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Goldsmith
Stuart and Lyndia Goodwin
William and April Hickman
James and Phyllis Higginbotham
Mr. Donald Holland
Ms. Mikal Hoofnagle
Ken & Rhonda Hudson
Donald and Lynn Huskey
Robert and Melody Jennings 
Brenda Justice
Landon, Jr. & Nila Lane
Gary & Christine Loomis
Andrew and Robin Mattox
Ms. Langhorne McCarthy
Mr. Frank Murray
Alexander and Jessica Newmark
Paul and Cathy O’Callaghan
Daniel and Dale Phillips
James & Carla Renney
Chuck & Janeen Saye
Al and Jeannie Smith
Michelle Testerman
Tom & Laney Thompson
Mark & Ruth Trapnell
Mr. Roger Blackstock
Ms. Lorimer Fauntleroy
Eric & Rosalie Michelson

Sponsor ($100-$249)
Mrs. Eunice Andrews
Ms. Deborah Berger
James E. Burton, IV
Ms. April Cheek-Messier
The Bob Childress Family
Billie Collins
Wilson and Anne Dickerson, Jr.
Ms. Virginia Dunn
John and Patty Eller

Steve and Sandra Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Fauntleroy
Tom and Judy Fauntleroy
Rob & Susan Gilliam
Victor & Grace Granger
Mary Ladd Hebert
Linda    Humphreys
Mrs. Anne Jones
Mike and Johnna Kinlaw Agency
Mr. Charles Lynch
Bill and Johelen Martin, Jr.
Ms. Frances Merryman
Michael and Taylor Milbradt
Terry & Kelly Owen
Mr. Mark Younkin (PCM Inc.)
Elaine E. Poliey
Raymond and Linda Rice
Ms. Joan Rowles
Charles and Karen Sanders
Mrs. Susan Dearing Shafer-Niehaus
Donald and Virginia Tucker
Ms. Linda Williams
Juliet Zygmut
Mr. John A. Fauntleroy
Mrs. Margaret Burton
John and Glenda Jordan
Jimmy and Donna Shafer   
Mrs. Nancy Lobbregt
John Robbins
Nicolette & Gregory Wheeler
Kenneth and Joan Woodson

Patron ($250-$499)
Dan and Pat McLaughlin
Mr. George Riggs
St. Victoria’s Women’s Guild
Mr. Maurice Law
Gary and Jane Strebel
Roger and Connie Wilson

Avoca Associate ($500-$999)
Bob and June Carpenter
Francis and Virginia Carter
Douglas and Beverley Dalton, Jr.
Ms. Carma C. Fauntleroy
Michael & Angela Hudson

Avoca Fellow ($1,000 +)
Mr. Jerry Barbour, Rodney Niblett, and the 
BGF, Inc. Friends
Mrs. Carma G Fauntleroy
Lacy and Audrey Powell
Mrs. Joyce P. Winston

Members

If you have not sent your membership check yet, please do so as soon as you can, an updated list of members will be published in the next newsletter.



The year was 1937. The United States was entering the eighth year of a brutal Great Depression. One in four Americans 
was out of work.
Fortunately for Ruth Thompson, she was not. She had been hired along with sixteen other Ohioans who had been given 
project work by the Works Progress Administration, a New Deal program that provided employment opportunities for 
Americans down on their luck. Thompson showed aptitude as a writer, so she was sent to interview former slaves who then 
resided in cities such as Akron, Canton, and Cincinnati. The government hires were assigned to publish their interviews, 
along with a few descriptive comments, in a compendium of thirty-three such narratives and work in partnership with the 
Library of Congress.
Thompson soon found herself standing on the stoop of 515 Poplar Street, a small modest home in an industrial neighborhood 
in north Cincinnati. While she waited for her knock on the door to be answered, the streets rang with the clank of heavy 
machinery and the plaintive moan of a calf being butchered across the street put her ill at ease. Presently, an elderly man 
answered the door and allowed her inside. 
Thompson’s host was Richard Toler. He was one hundred years old this year. While he could still walk around well enough, 
his ancient knees buckled slightly underneath the weight of his bony frame and his arthritic hands looked like those of a 
skeleton. A profuse, dense beard covered his wrinkled face and the tattered coat and trousers he wore testified to its owner’s 
poverty. His chief medical complaint these days was that he had suffered with a “broken stomach” since his youth. He 
claimed that his digestive problems precluded his enlistment into the army during the Civil War. While the elder reported 
that he was rejected for service, he did not specify whether he attempted an enlistment in the Confederate army as a 
condition for emancipation or an enrollment as a Union soldier to win emancipation. What he did reveal was that he did so 
in order that he might be freed. The thought of a failed attempt at liberation brought to mind the fact that he would have to 
remain under the yoke of slavery a spell longer. “I didn’t like to be no slave. That wasn’t good times,” he admitted wistfully.
With Toler finally broaching the subject, both Thompson and Toler could put aside pleasantries and Toler began to address 
the purpose of their meeting. “I never did have good times until I was free. I was born down on Master Henry’s plantation 
in old Virginia, near Lynchburg in Campbell County. My pappy was a slave before me, and my mammy, too. His name 
was George Washington Toler, and her’n was Lucy Toler. We lived in a cabin way back of the big house, me and my pappy 
and mammy and two brothers.” Thompson scribbled her subject’s words hastily in shorthand and would later write Toler’s 
words down in his dialect, spelling his words phonetically so as to give the reader a more genuine representation of the old 
man’s conversational speech.
When asked if he had been beaten by his master, Toler replied that he had not. His reasoning was that he was not beaten 
because he told his master and his master’s overseer that he would kill them in their sleep if they tried to whip him. Another 
tactic that proved successful was that he would abscond into the woods and hide until his master called out assurances that 
he would not be beaten if he would return to work. The other slaves were not so fortunate. Toler reported that many were 
whipped and that some were beaten to death. Toler peppered his accounts of life as a slave with opinions on diverse topics 
such as religion and music. The former bondservant took a piece of ice out of the bucket and smacked on it contentedly and 
spoke a few more words on his perspective of the spirit world. “I never could understand about ghosts. Never did see one. 
Lots of folks tell about seeing ghosts, but I never feared them. I was never raised up under such superstitious believings.”
After another chuck of ice, the elder continued. “We was never allowed no parties, and when they had going-ons at the 
big house, we had to clear out. I had to work hard all the time every day in the week. Had to mind the cows and calves, 
and when I got older I had to hoe in the field. Master had about 500 acres, so they tell me, and he had a lot of cows and 
horses and oxen, and he was a big farmer. I’ve done about everything in my life - blacksmith and stone mason, carpenter, 
everything but brick-laying. I was a blacksmith here (in Ohio) for 36 years.” At some point following the Civil War, 
Toler fled to the north after he witnessed severe beatings inflicted upon other slaves. He claimed that he became aware of 
rumors that that his former master’s sons had gotten involved with the practice of night riding. Toler saw the proverbial 
handwriting on the wall instructing him to flee north and seek work. He related several dubious tales of witnessing the 
hanging of radical abolitionist John Brown and having a conversation with Abraham Lincoln. Since those days, Toler had 
married and outlived two wives and was married to a third at the time of the interview. He had taught himself to play the 
fiddle and had attended classes to learn how to read. The stacks of newspapers, well-worn Bible, and stacks of papers 
spread throughout his modest dwelling testified for his love of the printed word.
Toler held forth a little more. “Before the war, we never had no good times. They took good care of us, though. As particular 
with slave as with the stock - that was their money, you know. And if we claimed being sick, they’d give us a dose of castor 
oil and turpentine. That was the principal medicine colored folks had to take, and sometimes salts. But never no whiskey - 
that was not allowed. And if we was real sick, they had the doctor for us. We had very bad eating - bread, meat, and water. 
And they fed it to us in a trough, just like the hogs. And I went in my shirt (only) until I was 16. (I) never had no clothes. 
And the floor in our cabin was dirt, and at night we’d just take a blanket and lay down on the floor. The dog was superior 
to us; they would take him in the house.”
The interview was, by this time, drawing to a close. Toler was growing weary, but his story did not end there. He had one 
more thing to say before he would let Miss Thompson leave. He concluded with a summary of the long life he had lived: 
“I sure am glad I ain’t no slave no more. I thank God that I lived to past the years until (this day in) 1937. I’m happy and 
satisfied now, and I hope I see a million years to come.”

“I DIDN’T LIKE TO BE NO SLAVE. THAT WASN’T GOOD TIMES.”



  
 

 www.avocamuseum.org

 Phone: (434) 369-1076

 Facebook:  
 www.facebook.com/avoca1901

Michael Hudson - Executive Director
avocamuseums@embarqmail.com

Theresa Boyes - Events/Volunteer Coordinator
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

6 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 1.

Bring a side dish or a dessert to share. 
Fried chicken and beverages provided.

Please RSVP by Thursday, July 27. 

Call (434) 369-1076 
or email avocaevents@embarqmail.com.

Do you have a green thumb?
Volunteers are needed for Avoca Museum’s adopt-a-
garden program in its Arboretum. If you would like 
to tend a garden spot in honor or in memory of a loved 
one or just for the joy of gardening, give us a call at 
(434) 369-1076 or email avocaevents@embarqmail.
com. Time commitments vary depending on garden 
size and the types of plantings. 

What’s happening at Avoca?
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Return Service Requested

        Museum Wish List

   Victorian, Eastlake, Art Nouveau 
      or Craftsman-style umbrella holders 

   A used pickup truck for the transporting of mulch, 
      plants and other materials

   Old towels and rags

You are invited to attend Avoca 
Museum’s Annual Members’ Picnic


