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The 19th annual Harvest 
Jubilee and Wine Festival 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
Sept. 29, on the grounds of 
the museum. The event will 
feature wines from seven 
area wineries, music by 
two Barefoot West and The 
Pete Turpin Band, a beer 
booth, food trucks and 20-
plus craft and merchandise 
vendors. The museum is 
currently accepting vendor 
applications for this year’s 
event. Vendor spots are 
10-foot by 10-foot in size 
and are $50 each. For more 
information about the wine 
festival, vendor spots, 
working as a volunteer 
or becoming an event 
sponsor, contact the Events 
Coordinator Theresa 
Boyes, (434) 369-1076, 
or email avocaevents@
embarqmail.com. 

Wine festival 

Avoca Museum’s immense bur oak, located near the gate leading to the 
Arboretum, was recently designated by the Virginia Big Tree program 
to be the fifth largest tree of its type in the commonwealth. The bur oak 
(Quercus macrocarpa) received this designation this spring following 
a requested visit to the museum by Harry and Melanie Van Guilder, 
volunteers with the Roanoke Tree Stewards group and the Virginia Big 
Tree program. The Van Guilders used a range finder to measure the tree 
and found the circumference to be 12’9” at 4’6” above the ground, the 
height to be 87 feet and the crown to average 96 feet.  The only bur oaks 
in the state known to be larger than Avoca’s are located in the following 
counties: Rockingham, Clarke, Albemarle and Montgomery. Avoca’s tree 
will be ranked number five in the Virginia Big Tree program’s records 
but  it will not be listed on the their online database as it only lists the top 
three trees of each species.

Museum’s bur oak designated as fifth-largest in state

Avoca Museum will host the second “Gathering at Avoca,” a reunion to be attended by the descendants 
of slaves who lived and worked on the Green Level (now Avoca) and Otterbourne plantations. The 
event will be held from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, July 7, on the museum grounds and will include 
tours of the Avoca house, gardens, outbuildings and cemeteries as well as a catered buffet-style lunch. 
The gathering will include descendants of slaves who worked on the Lynch and Dearing family 
plantations before and after the Civil War as well as the descendants of the plantations’ owners. The 
surnames of these families include Dearing, Dickerson, Douglas, Farmer, Hewitt, Lee, Lynch, Moore 
(Mohr), Moorman, Payne, Walker and many others. Otterbourne plantation, located one mile from 
Avoca on Dearing Ford Road in Altavista, is currently privately owned and will not be available 
for tours.  The first gathering of the descendants of enslaved people from the Lynch and Dearing  
families was held in July 2013 under the guidance of then-Executive Director Frank Murray. More 
than 100 people from 10 states, some traveling from as far away as Massachusetts, Florida, Utah 
and California, attended the inaugural event. Those already planning to attend the second reunion 
are encouraged to bring memorabilia, photographs or any information they may have related to their 
ancestors. For more information about this year’s gathering or to communicate with some of the 
descendants, contact Alfred Dearing, (540) 960-0992; Clyde Lee, (434) 610-1680; Betty Hadijazi, 
(412) 607-4760; or April Hickman, (801) 668-5082.

Gathering at Avoca set for July 7



Rental dates are still available 
for Avoca Museum’s 2018 
wedding and party seasons. 
If you need an indoor or 
outdoor venue and would like 
to see if Avoca is the perfect 
spot for your special day, call 
Museum Director Michael 
Hudson at (434) 369-1076 to 
schedule a tour of the historic 
house and grounds. For more 
information about weddings 
at Avoca Museum, including 
cost and amenities, check out 
Avoca’s website, 

www.avocamuseum.org.

Getting Married?

Do you have an interest in 
history and some extra time to 
spare? Consider volunteering 
at Avoca Museum! Avoca 
hosts dozens of events each 
year. Volunteers are needed to 
work as docents (house tour 
guides), and in the gift shop, 
gardens and the Arboretum. 
Volunteers are also needed 
during educational programs 
and special events, such as the 
annual wine festival, Student 
Event Day, Mother’s Day 
Tea, Night at the Museum 
lantern tours and our annual 
Christmas at Avoca event. And 
if you like to bake, Avoca also 
needs your help, too, as we 
have many events each year 
that feature bake sales or offer 
refreshments. If you have just 
moved to the Altavista area, 
volunteering at Avoca is also 
a good way to meet your new 
neighbors. To volunteer, call 
(434) 369-1076. 

Mothers Day T ea fun for all

VOLUNTEER

The Altavista Chamber of Commerce’s 2018 TGIF series will feature free 
admission this summer. TGIF events will be held on the front lawn of 
Avoca Museum from 6 to 9 p.m. on the following Friday evenings: June 
22, July 27 and August 24. The event will include beer and wine sales, live 
music and food concessions. The season’s first TGIF event was held on 
May 25 and included an Open Mic Night competition hosted by Altavista’s 
own Jodie Davis. The remainder of this summer’s schedule is as follows:

Admission is now free to TGIF events

From the director: 

Volunteer Spotlight : Sarah Jones
Very rarely does a museum find a volunteer whose 
skills are as widespread as Sarah Jones’ are. And 
even more rare it is to find a volunteer as young and 
energetic as Sarah.
 
Sarah Jones is a 2017 graduate of Liberty University 
who (naturally) majored in History. Not satisfied that 
she had learned enough, she returned to pursue her 
master’s degree in the same field. Between a bevy of 
theses, research projects, and presenting her work at 
a number of scholarly conferences, Sarah has been 
volunteering her time and talent at Avoca Museum 
in multiple ways. Sometimes she paints fences and 
on other occasions she is designing exhibits. Then 
she might find herself helping to coordinate events 
and conducting research in the same day. She has 
even researched and portrayed two personalities 
connected to Avoca’s history for our greatly 
successful lantern tours, an event in which actors 

and actresses attire themselves in period costume and speak to guests as if they are indeed 
a person from some point in Avoca’s past. With authenticity that positively exudes from her 
hairstyle, period-appropriate clothing, and knowledge of her characters, one could easily 
suspend disbelief and imagine her as a lady who stepped right out of the pages of history. 
For the roles of Irene Gibson Langhorne and Gladys Dearing Fauntleroy, Sarah researched 
everything – even down to making sure the dialect she used in her presentations was “just 
so”.
 
“I love a lot of things about Avoca – obviously, there’s the house”, she says. “There is so 
much to enjoy about Avoca that it’s hard to name one thing that I like about it. I really do 
like that I get to bring fascinating stories to the surface and there is such a wide variety of 
important stories to tell.”
 
How fitting it is to have such a versatile person at a multi-faceted historic site like Avoca Museum. 

June 22: Music by The Pete Turpin Band.
July 27:  Open Mic Night.
Aug. 24: Music by Eric Gress.

Valid ID required for alcoholic beverage purchases. 
Bring a chair. No coolers, pets or outside food or beverage are permitted.

More than 100 people turned out for Avoca Museum’s annual Mother’s Day Tea held on 
Sunday, May 13. The event included tea and light refreshments, entertainment on the piano 
by talented local pianist Carol Moorefield, and self-guided tours of the house, outbuildings, 
Victorian Garden and Arboretum. Attendees sipped tea and ate finger foods at tables set up 
in the parlor and on the back and front porches of the historic Fauntleroy mansion. Special 
thanks go to event sponsor Steve Farmer Auto Sales and to the following volunteers who 
helped out during this busy, yet fun-filled, event: Shelby Elliott, Jenna Gilbertson, Gwen 
Goggin, Eric Holland, Virginia Lanier, Linda Miller, Carol Moorefield and Connie Wilson.

Sarah Jones as Irene Gibson Langhorne 
(photo credit: Jenna Gilbertson)



Spring has sprung and our 1901 “pretty lady” is once again surrounded by the glories of nature.
First of all, I am happy to report to our members that Avoca escaped damage from the recent tornado and 
that to my great relief. The museum is financially viable and our volunteers have contributed richly to the 
museum’s aesthetics, walkways, gardens, and programs.

I have a special message for those members who can trace their lineage to people who lived at Avoca: Please 
make plans to join us for the Gathering at Avoca event to be held on the museum’s grounds on July 7. The 
event will include tours, good food, and fellowship with old family friends – and new ones. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to join the descendants of people (both enslaved and free) who trace their roots to Avoca and 
celebrate kinship and friendship in the present. This is going to be a very special event and we hope you can 
make it.

With many thanks for your friendship with Avoca Museum, I ask you to consider me at your service.

Michael Hudson
Executive Director, Avoca Museum

June 22: TGIF 
July 27: TGIF
Aug 7: Members’ Potluck Picnic 
Aug 25: TGIF
Sept 29:  19th Annual 
Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival 

Oct 19 & 20: Night at the Museum 
Oct 23: Volunteer Dinner
Dec. 1, 2, 8 & 9: Christmas Open House
Dec. 10: Members’ Christmas Party

2018 Calendar 

From the director: 

Museum Opening Day proved most educational
More than 80 people attended this year’s Museum Opening Day, held Saturday, April 7, inside the mansion and in the 
museum’s Brick Kitchen and education cabin. Dawn Doss and Nita Reynolds demonstrated their skill on the spinning wheel 
in the cabin while weaver Pam Lappegard, powder horn-maker Rick Sheets and leather worker Jeff Bibb gave demonstrations 
in the 19th-century Brick Kitchen. Fifteen to 20 people stayed after the event to hear a lecture by Dr. Jay Hopkins, a retired 
orthopedic doctor from Lynchburg. Hopkins spoke on French and Indian War and Revolutionary War-era powder horns, rifles 
and muskets. Hopkins is the author of the book “Bone Tipped & Banded Horns: Regional Characteristics of Professionally 
Made Powder Horns, Vol. 1,” available for purchase in the museum’s gift shop.



Individual 
($25)
Alfred & Joyce Albiston
Ms. Dell Anstey
Mrs. Lucy Burgess
Janet Campbell
Ms. Virginia S. Clark
Ms. Anastasia Cowan
Ramona Davis
Mrs. Dolores Drumheller
Mrs. Linda Eubanks
Bonnie Harvey
Mrs. Barbara Jastrebsky
Margaret Liebchen
Mrs. Ina Midkiff
Ms. Patricia Patton
Dr. Debbie Shelton
Mr. Mark  Thomas
Elizabeth R. Ward Household
Teri K. Webster
Mr. William M. Wood   

Family 
($35)
Frank and Sarah Adams
Morgan & Joyce Allen
Preston and Ann Andrews
Mrs. Geneva C. Bennett
Don and Joyce Brandt
Richard & Jimmie Lou Cothren
Jim and Christine Critchley
The John Dinwiddie Family
Martin Dubin
Rob and Judy Finch
Terry and Bonnie Finch
Jim and Sue Funderburk
Allen & Becki Fuzi
Mr. Tim George
Patti & Jim Gerhart
Don and Barbara Henderson
Russell and Elizabeth Hicks
Ed Wildrick & Jo Kelly
Mr. William Lane
Charlene & John Maresca
Betsy & Carl Mason

Edward F. & Frances Metcalf
Carmen and Kathy Perri
Cliff and Kathryn Phillips
Eddie and Gayle Puckette
Matt & Melba Reedy
Ms. Marie Reynolds
David and Sally Sease
Bryan and Babs Stott
Virginia Tigney
Robert and Judy Walker
Myra & Tommy Walker
Ben & Paula Whittier
James & Barbara King
Theresa & Steve Clayton

Sustaining 
($50-$99)
Kris & Harrison Bell
Tony & Karen Bowling
Sandra Boyes
Doug and Holly Burton
Ronald and Peggy Dearing 
Alfred and Jennifer Dearing 
Pat and Carolyn deBernard
Beth & Andrew Doan
Mrs. Nancy Edwards
Anne & Kevin Gilbertson
Stuart and Lyndia Goodwin
Ken & Rhonda Hudson
Donald and Lynn Huskey
Steve and Cindy Jester
Brenda Justice
Landon, Jr. & Nila Lane
Ms. Langhorne McCarthy
Glenn and Linda Miller
Mr. Frank Murray
Daniel and Dale Phillips
Elaine E. Poliey
James & Carla Renney
The Rogers Family
Gene Smith
Tom & Laney Thompson
Johnny Woodson
Mike and Debbie Lewis
Lewis and Audrey  Frazier
Robert and Melody Jennings 

Clyde J. Lee
Betty Hedjazi
James and Phyllis Higginbotham
Ken Shumaker
Quintus and Marie Wade

Sponsor 
($100-$249)
Altavista Friendship Club
Susan G. Amos
Mrs. Eunice Andrews
Ms. Deborah Berger
Chris & Micki Brumfield
Mrs. Judy Lane Bryant
Kathy Burnette
James E. Burton, IV
Brittany & Brandon Cash
Ms. April Cheek-Messier
Billie Collins
Wilson and Anne Dickerson, Jr.
Ms. Virginia     Dunn
John and Patty Eller
Steve and Sandra Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Fauntleroy
Tom and Judy Fauntleroy
Todd & Phyllis Figgins
Hank and Janice Frazier
Rob & Susan Gilliam
Ms. Winston Cobb Green
Mr. Donald Holland
Linda    Humphreys
Dennis and Linda Janiak
Mrs. Anne Jones
Mike and Johnna Kinlaw Agency
Mr. Charles Lynch
Bill and Johelen Martin, Jr.
Paul and Cathy O’Callaghan
Mr. Mark Younkin PCM Inc.
Raymond and Linda Rice
Ms. Joan Rowles
Mrs. Mildred L. Russell
Charles and Karen Sanders
Mrs. Susan Dearing Shafer-Nie-
haus
Mr. David Shreve
Al and Jeannie Smith

Donald Tucker
Ms. Shirley Vuncannon
Ruth S. Rice & Janet West
One Fifty-five West Main LLC
Juliet Zygmut
Mr. Roger Blackstock
Victor & Grace Granger
John and Glenda Jordan
Jack and Alline Ritzer
Mrs. Nancy Lobbregt
Michelle Testerman
Kenneth and Joan Woodson

Patron 
($250-$499)
Trudy Davidson
Mr. John A. Fauntleroy
Mary Ladd & Stephen Hebert
Jay Hopkins
Mr. E. H. Lane
Dan and Pat McLaughlin
Michael and Taylor Milbradt
John Robbins
Jimmy and Donna Shafer   
Pressly and Kayrene Shafer III
Ms. Linda Williams
St. Victoria’s Women’s Guild
Mr. Maurice Law
Roger and Connie Wilson

Avoca Associate 
($500-$999)
Ralph and Rita English
Ms. Carma C. Fauntleroy
Michael Hudson
Lacy and Audrey Powell

Avoca Fellow 
($1,000 +)
Mr. Jerry Barbour
Francis and Virginia Carter
Mrs. Carma G Fauntleroy
Mr. Tod Winston

Members

THANKS!
The following museum 
volunteers helped from 
April to May  2018:

Kris Bell
Harrison Bell
Micki Brumfield
Dunk Carter
Virginia Carter
Ida Compton
Jared Dalton

Dolores Drumheller
Shelby Elliott
John Fauntleroy
Audrey Frazier
Jenna Gilbertson
Gwen Goggin
Eric Holland
Lynne Huskey
Anne Jones
Brenda Justice

Virginia Lanier
Nancy Lobbregt
Pat McLaughlin
Ina Midkiff
Linda Miller
Carol Moorefield
Alline Ritzer
Jack Ritzer
Ozelle Shelton
Al Smith

Jeannie Smith
Teresa Stallard
Jessica Tucker
Shirley Vuncannon
Billie Collins Wallace
Janet West
Connie Wilson
Joan Woodson
Johnny Woodson
Ken Woodson



The middle-aged investigator cleared his throat and straightened his tie as his older, more experienced partner leaned over 
the evidence from the crime scene. Personal belongings such as cookware, hunting implements, and jewelry were scattered all 
around the room. Taxidermy turkey, deer, and small mammals mounted to the room’s walls looked on with glassy eyes. With 
thousands of clues and about as many questions, the detectives knew at minimum that they were dealing with a mass murder.
“So much death here”, remarked the younger gumshoe. “I don’t understand how people can bring themselves to commit 
atrocities like the one that occurred here.”
“Unfortunately, that’s only the tip of the iceberg”, replied the veteran. “I’m sure you’ve discovered by now that these poor 
people were racked with disease by the time the murderers began their bloody work. Some of the survivors fled to a safer place 
– and that’s interesting considering the fact that they had trouble with the neighbors. We have learned that the remainder of 
those who were fortunate enough to survive the attack followed the killers north. But they weren’t trying to bring them to 
justice. They wanted to join the gang.”
“Unbelievable”, exclaimed the younger detective. “Talk about an extreme case of ‘If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em”. Shaking 
his head and straightening his tie once more, the younger detective took a deep breath and finally said, “Well, if we are going 
to learn more, we had better start reviewing eyewitness accounts.”
With that, the officers closed their notebooks and returned their pens into the breast pocket of their suits. This was going to be 
a long investigation.
This particular case was unique in that the victims had been dead for three hundred years. And the pieces of evidence (or, 
rather, artifacts) were spread out in the display cases of a gallery inside Avoca Museum. And the detectives weren’t law 
enforcement personnel. One was an associate of the Smithsonian Institution and the other was an anthropologist. Both were 
in Altavista piecing together the story of a people who inhabited the Altavista area for eleven or twelve millennia prior to the 
arrival of English-speaking settlers.

The Saponi were a Souian-speaking people who occupied a number of settlements between and in proximity to the James 
(Fluvanna) and Staunton (Roanoke) Rivers, including a large village at the confluence of the Otter and Staunton Rivers (now 
Altavista) and made their way in the world by hunting and gathering. They also traded with friendly Native American tribes 
prolifically and apparently were economically quite powerful. They were a proud people who, at the turn on of the seventeenth 
century, took full advantage of their geographical advantages to resist the expansion of Powhatan’s Confederacy. Then the 
English speakers came. Like many other tribes, they found themselves caught in a conundrum – welcome the white newcomers 
and seek peaceful ways of sharing the land that had been their birthright for thousands of years or resist their incursion. 
Neither approach was idyllic.

While the Saponi generally lived in peace with the English, they did become involved in conflicts with their settlers. That was 
far from the worst part of the experience, though. 
The white settlers were descended from people who – somehow – had survived a host of diseases of plagues back in Europe. 
Those diseases were easily spread to their neighbors in the relatively crowded towns and cities that had come to characterize 
western Europe. Therefore, their English-speaking descendants were carriers of diseases while themselves having developed 
immunity to them. The Saponi, like so many other Native Americans, died in frightful numbers to silent killers named typhoid, 
bubonic plague, whooping cough, and the pox. Even the common cold could be tremendously destructive to Native Americans 
populations.
The tragedy was exacerbated by attacks by another hostile Native American group – the Iroquois. In the opening years of the 
eighteenth century, the Iroquois had attained a reputation as a warlike people who used the Appalachian foothills as a guide 
to attack Native Americans as far south as modern-day Georgia. Devastated and nearly made extinct by the brutalization they 
received at the hands of the Iroquois, some Saponi followed their attackers to New York where they were presumably adopted 
into the ranks of the same people who had recently murdered and raped their people. The remainder would have none of 
that. They had heard that Virginia’s Scottish Governor, Alexander Spotswood, had offered British protection to those Native 
Americans that would migrate to Fort Christanna (in present-day Brunswick County). The fort was built by Spotswood on 
the banks of the Meherrin River as a safe place for friendly Indians and as an outpost for English trade. By 1714, the fort was 
complete and the British proudly called it “the farthest western outpost of the British Empire” and “the edge of civilization”. 
Of course, the shrewd Governor Spotswood had political and financial motives for building this fort. He correctly predicted 
that such an offer would give the British an opportunity to make friendly with Southside Native Americans, assimilate them 
into English culture, and to avail fur trade options with their hunters. 
In what must have been a heartbreaking goodbye to the land that had supported their people for so long, the remnant of the 
Saponi departed their home and sadly journeyed east. In one hundred years’ time, their number had shrunk from about 6,000 
to 600 – a 90% loss.
Once arrived at Fort Christanna, the Saponi gathered with other tribes such as the Occoneechie, Stuckanocks, and Totaros 
and signed a treaty with the British guaranteeing hunting and trading grounds. Their people were Christianized and educated 
in the ways of the English – another idea of Spotswood’s and a legacy that continues today. Many of the Saponi today live 
near the Virginia - North Carolina border, but they have long departed from southern Campbell County, their home for many 
thousands of years. 
The Saponi have left behind many clues to their tragic history that archaeologists, historians, and anthropologists are still 
piecing together. In modern times, one can visit Avoca Museum and view one of the largest Native American artifact collections 
in the nation and mourn the difficulties endured – and survived – by the Saponis of today.

“The Departed Ones”



  
 

 www.avocamuseum.org

 Phone: (434) 369-1076

 Facebook:  
 www.facebook.com/avoca1901

Michael Hudson, Executive Director
avocamuseums@embarqmail.com

Theresa Boyes - Event Coordinater
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

Member’s Potluck Picnic, 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 7

Features fried chicken and beverages. 
Please bring a favorite side dish or dessert to share.

Please RSVP by Wednesday, August 1.

 Call (434) 369-1076 or email 
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

Do you have a green thumb?
Volunteers are needed for Avoca Museum’s adopt-a-
garden program in its Arboretum. If you would like to 
tend a garden spot in honor or in memory of a loved one 
or just for the joy of gardening, give us a call at (434) 
369-1076 or email avocaevents@embarqmail.com. Time 
commitments vary depending on garden size and the 
types of plantings. 

What’s happening at Avoca?
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Return Service Requested

Virginia-based Dominion Energy donated a 2009 Chevrolet Colorado with 
53K miles to Avoca Museum last month. The truck will be used by Avoca 
Museum personnel to conduct museum business, provide transportation to 
professional development events, and haul mulch / landscaping supplies.

“We have needed this truck for some time now. We truly appreciate 
Dominion’s generous gift and their significant contribution to the Altavista 
community,” said museum Executive Director Michael Hudson.

In addition to the truck gift, Dominion Energy has provided education 
grants to Avoca Museum on three separate occasions.

Special thanks to Lacy Powell for helping us obtain this wonderful gift. 

Dominion Energy donates truck

Nick, the Avova mascot, gives his paw of approval to the new donation


