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Avoca’s 2019 Museum Opening 
Day event was held on Saturday, 
April 6, and brought about 110 
people to the museum.  The 
event featured self-guided tours 
of the mansion and grounds, 
a wine and cheese reception, 
demonstrations, live music on the 
piano by Dr. Cynthia Ramsey of 
the University of Lynchburg, and 
a lecture by Virginia archeologist 
Michael Johnson. Johnson gave 
a power point presentation on the 
“Archeology and Early Prehistory 
at Smith Mountain Gap.” Johnson, 
who has a PhD in archeology from 
the University of Exeter (UK) and 
a master’s degree in anthropology 
from American University, has 
recently participated in some 
anthropological digs near the 
Smith Mountain Dam. Avoca 
Museum will be opened for 
tours from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturday 
through the end of October. For 
a list of museum closings due to 
weddings, private tours and other 
events, visit www.avocamuseum.
org. 

Mother’s Day Tea an annual tradition 

Museum Opening DayAvoca’s annual Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival will celebrate its 20th year on September 
28 (rain date Oct. 5). The event will feature several area wineries, a beer tent, craft and 
merchandise vendors, food trucks and three musical acts: Barefoot West, Jodie Davis, and 
The Low Low Chariot. At time of publication, the following wineries were participating: 
San Soucy Vineyards, The Homeplace Vineyard, Tomahawk Mill Winery, Bright Meadows 
Farm, Hunt’s Vineyard and Rebec Vineyards. The museum is still seeking corporate 
sponsors for the event. Sponsorship benefits include the following: company name placed 
on one of three banners (Gold, Silver or Bronze), tickets to the event, and the option to 
have a booth which can be used to dispense business information or simply to entertain 
co-workers or family members. To volunteer or for more information about sponsorship of 
the wine festival or any of the museum’s annual or special events, call Executive Director 
Michael Hudson at (434) 369-1076 or email avocamuseums@embarqmail.com. 

Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival hits two-decade mark

Avoca’s popular Mother’s Day Tea, held 
Sunday, May 12, brought 84 visitors to 
the museum for the three-hour event, 
despite the threat of thunderstorms. 
The event offered a variety of hot teas 
and refreshments, and featured seating 
throughout the house, self-guided tours of 
the museum and grounds, and live music 
performed by local pianists Carol Martin 
Moorefield and Justin Page Matthews. 
While some visitors were newcomers 
to the event, others stated that Mother’s 
Day Tea has become a can’t-miss family 
tradition. Special thanks to all the 
volunteers who helped make this event a 
success, either by working on the day of 
the tea or by making refreshments for our 
visitors. It was truly a joint effort.
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Rental dates are still available 
for Avoca Museum’s 2019 
wedding and party seasons. If 
you need an indoor or outdoor 
venue and would like to see if 
Avoca is the perfect spot for 
your special day, call Museum 
Executive Director Michael 
Hudson at (434) 369-1076 to 
schedule a tour of the historic 
house and grounds. For more 
information about weddings 
at Avoca Museum, including 
cost and amenities, check 
out Avoca’s website, www.
avocamuseum.org.

Getting Married?

Do you have an interest in 
history and some extra time to 
spare? Consider volunteering 
at Avoca Museum! Avoca 
hosts dozens of events each 
year. Volunteers are needed to 
work as docents (house tour 
guides), and in the gift shop, 
gardens and the Arboretum. 
Volunteers are also needed 
during educational programs 
and special events, such as the 
annual wine festival, Student 
Event Day, Mother’s Day Tea, 
Night at the Museum lantern 
tours and our annual Christmas 
at Avoca event. If you enjoy 
baking, Avoca also needs your 
help as we have many events 
each year that feature bake 
sales or offer refreshments. 
If you have just moved to the 
Altavista area, volunteering at 
Avoca is also a good way to 
meet your new neighbors. To 
volunteer, call (434) 369-1076. 

VOLUNTEER

If you’ve never attended the annual Member’s Potluck Picnic, you are really missing 
a good time. This year’s event, held at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 6, will feature 
Altavista’s popular One Stop fried chicken as well as side dishes and desserts 
brought to the picnic by individual museum members. If the temperature is too hot 
or if there is rain, no worries, the event will be held inside the air-conditioned Avoca 
house. To RSVP for this event, call (434) 369-1076, leaving a message if necessary. 

Make plans to attend Member’s Potluck Picnic

From the director: 
Volunteer Spotlight : 
Curtis Crews

volunteers at the annual Harvest Jubilee & Wine Festival each year. He arrives early in 
the morning to help set up for the event and spends the late morning erecting tents for 
the festival’s vendors. And while that would be enough for most, Curtis stays throughout 
the entire event, constantly bringing ice to winery booths, assisting guests with answers to 
their questions, emptying trash cans, and generally looking for any opportunity to help out. 
Once the festival concludes, he stays on site until all of the trash has been cleaned up and 
everything is put back away in its place. Needless to say, Curtis is a hard-working man!
Mr. Crews also has a creative bone. He has performed on two different years a couple 
of personalities tied to the history of Avoca. His performances met with a high level of 
approval from the community. In fact, he is one of the best-known of our volunteers in the 
community. It goes without saying that his creative nature has found fertile ground in which 
to grow here.
Curtis is recently retired from his position as Safety & Security Analyst and Community 
Relations Liaison for The Timken Company in Altavista. He has served in management 
positions with MCI Telecommunications and MCI-West Telecommunications headquartered 
in Washington, D.C. and Denver, Colorado. He holds a B.A. from St. Paul’s College 
(Lawrenceville, VA) in the field of Sociology. He is a community-minded person as evidenced 
by his involvement in a number of community organizations, including his church. Aside 
from his work with the Avoca Museum & Historical Society’s Board of Directors, he is a 
member of numerous employers’ organizations and sits on the Board of Trustees for the 
Academy of Fine Arts.
Thank you, Curtis, for advancing the museum with your passion, creativity, and willingness 
to serve the community.

One would have to look far and wide in order 
to find a volunteer as dedicated, skilled, and 
passionate as Curtis Crews. He volunteers in a 
variety of ways because he just wants to help 
wherever and whenever he can. Aside from 
dedicating many hours to Avoca Museum as 
a member of the Board of Directors, Curtis 

Corporate sponsors needed for 20th annual wine festival
Avoca’s 20th annual Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival is in need of corporate sponsors. 
The event, held the last Saturday of September (Sept. 28, 2019), will feature wineries, a 
beer tent, musical entertainment, craft vendors, a bake sale and tours of the historic Avoca 
mansion. Sponsorship benefits include the following: company name placed on one of 
three banners (Gold, Silver or Bronze), tickets to the event, and the option to have a booth 
which can be used to dispense business information or simply to entertain co-workers or 
family members. For more information about event sponsorship for the wine festival or 
any of the museum’s annual or special events, call Executive Director Michael Hudson at 
(434) 369-1076 or email avocamuseums@embarqmail.com. 



Excelsior! The museum continues its march forward!
The Spring of 2019 has brought about some exciting new changes as the museum has moved up to the next level of its 
unceasing development. It is my pleasure to apprise you of some of the highlights in this message.
We introduced a new digital sign to the museum’s Main Street entrance to draw new visitors in. The idea was presented to 
us that some community members did not know about the museum’s educational or social events because they did (or could 
not) subscribe to local newspapers or follow us on social media. The new digital sign is an attractive means by which to 
advertise our events to those community members who use Main Street on a daily basis. Also, this new addition gives us the 
opportunity to encourage sponsors to donate to the museum’s preservation and education initiatives and receive in return a 
message posted on the sign that recognizes their gift.
Avoca Museum has grown by completing a number of improvements to its buildings and grounds. Among these have been 
upgrades to our HVAC, historic structure repairs, and electrical remediation. We owe a great deal of thanks to the volunteers 
who assisted with these projects and to those contractors who chose to perform paid labor at a reduced rate.
I would be remiss to neglect mentioning that Avoca Museum has won several important grants in the past year. These grants 
are a major part of the museum’s ability to grow and fund  those projects that allow us to continue providing consistently-
improved programming. On behalf of the Board of Directors, we thank you for your gifts!
Contributing to our education programs were Beverly W. & Hampton O. Powell Foundation, Minnie & Bernard Lane 
Foundation, Helen S. & Charles G. Patterson Foundation, and First National Bank. Making a contribution to pay for costs 
associated with our annual Night at the Museum Lantern Tours was an anonymous organization. Our buildings and grounds 
were supported by gifts from Moore’s Charitable Foundation, Easley Foundation, and Greater Lynchburg Community 
Foundation. Also, an anonymous family contributed generously to the maintenance and upkeep of Avoca Museum’s 
Arboretum. 
We also owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the Fray Family Trust, which provided funding for the restoration of the 
museum’s library and for the equipment needed to establish a genealogical research room there. The  Brockwell family 
kindly funded the replacement of the Arboretum’s wooden benches with lovely, durable stone benches. They have made a 
wonderful addition to the facility and a fitting tribute to the memory of late museum volunteer, Kay Brockwell.
Thanks to the contributions of our members and volunteers, Avoca Museum continues to grow despite recent trends that have 
led so many less fortunate institutions into decline. Thank you!

Michael Hudson
Executive Director, Avoca Museum

2019 Calendar

From the director: 

Aug. 6: Member’s Potluck Picnic
Sept. 28: 20th annual Harvest Jubilee and Wine Festival 
Oct. 5: Wine Festival Rain Date
Oct. 18 & 19: Night at the Museum Lantern Tours
Oct. 22: Volunteer Dinner
Oct. 26: Museum Closes for Season
Dec. 7, 8, 14 and 15: Christmas Open House
Dec. 16: Members’ Christmas Party



Individual 
($25)
Alfred & Joyce Albiston
Ann Andrews
Don and Joyce Brandt
Mrs. Lucy Burgess
The Bob Childress Family
Ms. Virginia S. Clark
Betty Cook
Ms. Anastasia Cowan
Ramona Davis
Mrs. Dolores Drumheller
Mrs. Linda Eubanks
Mrs. Lynn Hanson
Bonnie Harvey
El Igne
Mrs. Barbara Jastrebsky
Mr. William Lane
Mrs. Ina Midkiff
Ms. Patricia Patton
Dr. Debbie Shelton
Ms. Sue Sutton
Woodrow N. Ward
Mr. William M. Wood  

Family 
($35)
Frank and Sarah Adams
Susan G. Amos
Pamela Board
Daniel and Joanne Burton
Richard & Jimmie Lou Cothren
Jim and Christine Critchley
Curtis Crews
Ronald and Peggy Dearing 
Martin Dubin
Rob and Judy Finch
Terry and Bonnie Finch
Jim and Sue Funderburk
Allen & Becki Fuzi
Don and Barbara Henderson
Russell and Elizabeth Hicks
Mrs. Shirley Huff
Richard & Nancy Jefferson
James & Barbara King
Mike and Debbie Lewis
Edward F. & Frances Metcalf
Eric & Rosalie Michelson
Carmen and Kathy Perri
Matt & Melba Reedy

Ms. Marie Reynolds
Nanette Rezin
Ed Rooney
David and Sally Sease
Gene and Anne Smith
Mark Thomas
Virginia Tigney
Ken Tomlin
Robert and Judy Walker
Ben & Paula Whittier

Sustaining 
($50-$99)
Myra & Tommy Walker
James and Phyllis Higginbotham
Lewis and Audrey  Frazier
Betty Hedjazi
Dr. and Mrs. John Arnold
Thomas Sherman Bell
Sandra Boyes
Doug and Holly Burton
George and Carol Day
Alfred and Jennifer Dearing 
Pat and Carolyn deBernard
Mrs. Nancy Edwards
Nancy Fauntleroy & Roby Hurley
Ed and Myra Frazier
Mr. Tim George
Stuart and Lyndia Goodwin
Audrey Holstad & Phyllis J. Herndon
William and April Hickman
Ken & Rhonda Hudson
Donald and Lynne Huskey
Robert and Melody Jennings 
Harry Lewis & Dearing Johns 
Leon Jones
Brenda Justice
Clyde J. Lee
Ms. Langhorne McCarthy
Rick & Kathy McMullen
Mr. Frank Murray
Alexander and Jessica Newmark
Carrie and John Nolan
Daniel and Dale Phillips
James & Carla Renney
Ken Shumaker
Bryan and Babs Stott
Tom & Laney Thompson
Ruth S. Rice & Janet West
Tom & Linda Wilkerson
John Woodson

Sponsor 
($100-$249)
Mr. Donald Holland
Kenneth and Joan Woodson
Mrs. Margaret Burton
Brittany & Brandon Cash
Victor & Grace Granger
Michael Hudson
John and Glenda Jordan
Bill and Johelen Martin, Jr.
Mr. Mark Younkin PCM Inc.
Tony & Karen Bowling
Chris & Micki Brumfield
Morgan & Joyce Allen
Mrs. Eunice Andrews
Kris & Harrison Bell
Ms. Deborah Berger
Mr. Roger Blackstock
Mrs. Judy Lane Bryant
James Burnette
James E. Burton, IV
Robert and Ida Compton
Douglas and Wanda Dellis
Wilson and Anne Dickerson, Jr.
Beth & Andrew Doan
Ms. Virginia     Dunn
Steve and Sandra Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Fauntleroy
Hank and Janice Frazier
Rob & Susan Gilliam
Ms. Winston Cobb Green
Ronnie Gross
Mary Ladd & Stephen Hebert
Jay Hopkins
Joseph Humphrey
Dennis and Linda Janiak
Mrs. Anne Jones
Mike and Johnna Kinlaw Agency
Landon, Jr. & Nila Lane
Mrs. Nancy Lobbregt
Gary & Christine Loomis
Mr. Charles Lynch
Ms. Frances Merryman
Glenn and Linda Miller
Paul and Cathy O’Callaghan
Raymond and Linda Rice
Frank & Rebecca Rogers Rogers
Jack and Alline Ritzer
Ms. Joan Rowles
Mrs. Mildred L. Russell
Mrs. Susan Dearing Shafer-Niehaus
Ms. Ozelle Shelton
Al and Jeannie Smith

Michelle Testerman
Tucker Family
Ms. Shirley Vuncannon
Billie Collins Wallace

Patron 
($250-$499)
John Robbins
Jonathan and Rebecca Parker
Mr. Maurice Law
Roger and Connie Wilson
Mr. E. H. Lane
Jimmy and Donna Shafer   
Pressly and Kayrene Shafer III
Mr. David Shreve
Juliet Zygmut

Avoca Associate 
($500-$999)
Ralph and Rita English
Ms. Carma C. Fauntleroy
Franklin & Joy Fisher
Lacy and Audrey Powell

Avoca Fellow 
($1,000 +)
Dan and Pat McLaughlin
Dr. Francis and Virginia Carter
Douglas and Beverley Dalton, Jr.
Mrs. Carma G Fauntleroy
BGF, Inc. *
*With special thanks to Rodney 
 Niblett & Eddie Dollyhite)

Members

Thanks!

The following 
museum volunteers 
helped from March 
to May 2019 :

Joyce Allen
Morgan Allen
Harrison Bell
Kris Bell
Eli Boyes
Dunk Carter
Virginia Carter
Virginia Clark
Ida Compton

Curtis Crews
Dolores Drumheller
Shelby Elliott
Audrey Frazier
Jenna Gilbertson
Grace Granger
Victor Granger
Rusty Hicks
Tanesha Higgins
Lynne Huskey
Anne Jones
Brenda Justice
Virginia Lanier
Debbie Lewis

Nancy Lobbregt
Bill Martin
Johelen Martin
Justin Matthews
Pat McLaughlin
Ina Midkiff
Carol Moorefield
Miranda Quarles
Alline Ritzer
Jack Ritzer
Ozelle Shelton
Alyssa Sloan
Al Smith
Jeannie Smith

Teresa Stallard
Jessica Tucker
Thai Tucker
Shirley Vuncannon
Billie Collins Wallace
Indica Webb
Janet West
Connie Wilson
Joan Woodson
Ken Woodson

*Thanks also to the 
following volunteers 
who helped in the 
production of the 
museum’s new  
informational  video: 

Bess Blackburn
Janet Rose 
Kenny Shelton
Adam Mullins
Myra Trent, 
Hope Marstin
Kevin Ernst 

Alex Brown
Isabella Compton
Vickie Compton 
Brian Parrow
Emily Parrow
Lucas Peed 
Sarah Jones 
John Kebles III 
Curtis Crews 
Chad Johnson



New exhibits and displays have been introduced to the museum’s buildings and grounds. Not least 
among these was the placement of a new hogshead exhibit on the museum’s grounds. (A hogshead 
was a massive barrel that was filled, or prized, with tobacco and rolled along a road to market 

Community Produces New Outdoor Exhibit

Thanks!

and that innovation played a vital role in 
the economic development of Campbell 
County. Please see more on hogsheads 
in this issue of the Avoca Clarion.) This 
display replaced our batteau exhibit, which, 
after roughly a decade of use and outdoor 
exposure, was becoming an eyesore. 
The new hogshead exhibit was truly a 
community effort as many volunteers and 
organizations contributed to a job well done. 
Colonial Heights resident, Jeff Falls got the 
barrel rolling by donating  the hogshead 
itself and it was completely up to specifications. Then, students from Virginia Technical Institute 
built a proper shelter for the massive barrel, ensuring that it would not decompose in the open. Many 
thanks are due to Dean of Instruction Kyle Goldsmith and Instructor Jason Daniels for coordinating 
VTI’s invaluable contribution to this effort. Also involved in this project were hometown Max 
Kendall Lumber Company and Faith Christian Academy student Aiden Lashway, who assisted 
me in researching and writing the interpretive  text. Creative Edge Design and museum volunteer 
Grace Mattox collaborated to design and fabricate the accompanying interpretive  marker and that 
to a high degree of quality that met the necessary standard for such a major exhibit. Last – but 
certainly not least – we wish to thank Brian Parrow for laying  the  masonry floor to the exhibit and 
only asking to be reimbursed for building materials!

The Building Trades class of Virginia 
Technical Institute poses on Avoca’s staircase.

- Victorian, Eastlake, Art Nouveau or Craftsman-style 
   umbrella holders 
- Old towels and rags for cleaning.

Volunteers are needed for Avoca Museum’s adopt-a-garden program 
in its Arboretum and to tend the gardens around the house. If you 
would like to tend a garden spot in honor or in memory of a loved 
one or if you simply enjoy weeding and planting, give us a call 
at (434) 369-1076 or email avocaevents@embarqmail.com. Time 
commitments vary depending on garden size and types of plantings.

Museum Wish List

Do You Have a Green Thumb?



  
 

 www.avocamuseum.org

 Phone: (434) 369-1076

 Facebook:  
 www.facebook.com/avoca1901

Michael Hudson, Executive Director
avocamuseums@embarqmail.com

Theresa Boyes - Event Coordinater
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

Member’s Potluck Picnic, 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 6

Features fried chicken and beverages. Please bring a 
favorite side dish or dessert to share.

Please RSVP by Tuesday, July 30.

 Call (434) 369-1076 or email 
avocaevents@embarqmail.com

*Event will be held indoors if it’s too hot or if there is rain.

What’s happening at Avoca?
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Mystery Artifacts

The next artifact we have to show you a small reminder 
of a huge contribution. Can you guess how someone 
would acquire one of these?

Did you guess what the Mystery Artifact from the last issue was? 
The artifact, which has been kept in museum storage in Avoca 
Museum’s Sue M. Jackson Visitor Center, is one of a set of fishing 
spears from The Philippines. In 1898, war between the United 
States and Spain was commenced and concluded in four months. 
As direct results of the war, the ailing Spanish Empire saw its 
colony in Cuba achieve its independence and Spain was forced to 
cede its holdings of Guam, Puerto Rico, and The Philippines to the 
United States.
While casualties were relatively light for the United States during 
the Spanish-American War, over 4,200 Americans were killed in 
an insurgency in the Philippines following the close of conflict 
with Spain. This uprising, known as the Philippine Insurrection, 
was a response to the Filipino people’s dissatisfaction with the 
American takeover that occurred rather than their independence. 
In an attempt to improve relations between the Filipinos and 
U.S. forces, military Governor General William Howard Taft 
advocated programs in which U.S. Army engineers would 
improve infrastructure and sanitation conditions in the islands. 
It was hoped that Filipinos would be see these improvements as 
evidence of American benevolence and that feelings would soften 
as a result.
While in The Philippines, Captain James Dearing Fauntleroy 
(eldest son of Thomas & Mary Anna Dearing Fauntleroy, the 
owners of Avoca) purchased these spears as souvenirs. An official 
from the Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal Art Collection in Charlottesville, 
Virginia identified these pieces as those types of fishing spears with 
aesthetic rather than utilitarian purpose. We can deduce that this 
was likely something Captain Fauntleroy purchased from a street 
vendor or inside a souvenir shop of sorts.


